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1. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Rail Development 
Authority recently seen in the news: 

1. It will only make 
recommendations to the Railway 
Ministry. 

2. It consists of a Chairman & 3 
members with a fixed term of 5 
years each. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

2. Justice G Rohini committee recently 
seen in news is related to: 

(a) Disaster Management 

(b) Road Safety 

(c) OBC sub-categorization 

(d) Climate Change 

3. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Delimitation: 

1. Delimitation literally means the act of 
fixing the boundaries of constituencies. 

2. Under Article 82 of the Constitution, 
Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act 
after every Lok Sbaha election which 
establishes a delimitation commission. 


3. The main task of the commission is 
redrawing the boundaries of the various 
assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies 
to ensure an equitable population 
distribution. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

4. Consider the following statements 
about The International Centre for 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR), 
recently seen in news: 

1. The ICADR is an autonomous 
organization working under the 
aegis of the Ministry of Law & 
Justice, 

2. It has various Regional Centers 
that are fully funded and 
supported by the Central 
Governments. 

3. The Chief Justice of India is the 
Patron of ICADR. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) none of the above 

5. 360-degree rating system recently seen 
news. It is: 



(a) A proposed administrative reform of 
Indian government. 

(b) To Review Governance of Boards of 
Banks in India. 

(c) To suggest measures for Frauds & 
Malpractices in Banks. 

(d) To Suggest Long-term solutions for 
the economic and financial sustainability 
of the MSME sector. 

6. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Advertisement 
Standards Council of India (ASCI) that 
was recently in news: 

1. The Advertising Standards Council 
of India (ASCI) is a self-regulatory 
voluntary organization of the 
advertising industry in India. 

2. It is a non-Government body. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

7. "Versius" sometimes seen in the 
news is: 

(a) Human space mission 

(b) World's smallest surgical robot 

(c) Largest spotted asteroid 

(d) An interstellar body 


8. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Tracking and Data 
Relay Satellite-M (TDRS-M): 

1. It is a next generation 
communication satellite recently 
launched by NASA. 

2. It is the third and final in a series of 
next generation communications 
satellites. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

9. Recently, "Mega War Game" held 
between: 

(a) India and Israel 

(b) India and Singapore 

(c) India and Russia 

(d) India and Vietnam 

10. Consider the following statements 
with reference to ASTRA weapon 
system: 

1. It is an indigenously developed 
air-to-air Beyond Visual Range 
(BVR) missile developed by the 
DRDO. 

2. This would be the lAF's first 
indigenous air -to-air BVR missile. 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

11. Kamov- Ka-226T, recently seen in 
news. It is: 

(a) Russia's military helicopters 
proposed to be delivered to India. 

(b) Israel's drone delivered to India for 
stealth operations. 

(c) Anti-Tank missile delivered to 
Singapore by India. 

(d) None of the above 

12. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Venps: 

1. It is UAE's first environmental 
research satellite. 

2. It is a scientific mission that will 
monitor Earth's vegetation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

13. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Perseid Meteor 
Shower- 


1. Perseid meteor Shower is the 
dust of Comet Swift Tuttle which 
passes through Earth every year. 

2. The meteor shower is caused 
when debris heat up as they 
enter the atmosphere and burn 
up in a bright burst of light. 

3. When the debris is in space, they 
are called "meteors," but when 
they reach Earth's atmosphere, 
they're designated as 
"meteoroids." 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) none of the above 

14. Consider the following statements 
with reference to TRAPPIST-1: 

TRAPPIST-1 is a system of seven 
Earth-size planets orbiting an 
ultra-cool dwarf star about 40 
light-years away. 

2. This is younger than our solar 
system. 

3. This is by far the largest collection 
of Earth-like planets in the 
habitable Goldilocks'zone of a 
star. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


1 . 


(a) land 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only 



(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

15. Mission XI Million is related to 
which sport? 

(a) Hockey 

(b) Football 

(c) Cricket 

(d) Badminton 

16. Consider the following statements 
with reference to "Madhyamik and 
Uchchtar Shiksha Kosh" (MUSK): 

1. It is a non-lapsable pool in the 
Public Account of India. 

2. Administration and maintenance 
of the above pool will be done by 
Ministry of Human Resource 
Development. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

17. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Sampada Yojana: 

1. It is the new Central Sector 
Scheme that aims to supplement 
agriculture Income. 

2. The implementation period of the 
scheme is 2016-20 coterminous 


with the 14 th Finance 
Commission. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

18. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Quality Council of 
India: 

1. Recently, Ministry of Drinking 
water and Sanitation released the 
Rural Sanitation Survey 
undertaken by Quality Council of 
India. 

2. Quality Council of India is the 
accreditation authority of India. 

3. It is an autonomous body under 
the Ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

19. Project 'Varshadhari', the cloud 
seeding project, was launched by? 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Odisha 

(c) West Bengal 


(d) Madhya Pradesh 


(b) Vietnam 


20. Consider the following statements 
about SITA (Supporting Indian Trade 
and Investment in Africa): 

1. The initial focus of SITA was to 
explore how West African 
countries could enhance their 
exports to India. 

2. SITA helps bridge gap between 
India and Africa through 
awareness building workshops 
and seminars. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

21. Recently, Union Cabinet has 
approved the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the 
conservation of earthquake-damaged 
pagodas. It has been signed between: 

(a) India and UAE 

(b) India and Myanmar 

(c) India and Vietnam 

(d) India and Iran 

22. Recently, India for the first time 
provided financial assistance to fight 
against the Islamic State (IS) to: 

(a) Iran 


(c) Philippines 

(d) Iraq 

23. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Livability Ranking? 

Norway's city Oslo has been 
named as the world's most 
livable city, according to the 
Global Livability Ranking. 

Global Livability Ranking is a list 
of 140 cities published by the 
World Bank. 

No Indian cities were ranked in 
the top ten or bottom ten in the 
list. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) land 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

24. Consider the statement about 
Global Retirement Index: 

1. The index is calculated by French 
asset management company 
Natixis Global. 

2. It ranks 43 countries which include 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) advanced economies, 
members of the OECD and the 
BRIC countries. 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 



3. Switzerland, Norway and Iceland 
topped the ranking. 

4. India topped among BRICS 
countries. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4 only (d) All of the above 

25. Consider the following statement: 

1. Kazakhstan is all set to open the 
world's first Low Enriched 
Uranium Bank in Oskemen. 

2. The International Atomic Energy 
Agency launched the project 
recently. 

Which of the above statements is are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

26. Recently, A new species of the 
endemic frog genus Nasikabatrachus 
has been discovered from? 

(a) Eastern Ghat 

(b) Western Ghat 

(c) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

(d) Central Himalyas 


27. Consider the following statements 
about International Vaccine Institute 
(IVI) recently seen in news: 

1. The Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) has signed a 
MoU with the International 
Vaccine Institute (IVI) for 
collaborating on vaccine research 
and development. 

2. It has been established based on 
an initiative of World Bank. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

28. Coconut palm has been declared 
state tree of which of the following 
states: 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Tamilnadu 

(d) Goa 

29. Consider the following statements: 

1. Recently, India's exclusive rights to 
explore polymetallic nodules from 
seabed in Central Indian Ocean 
Basin have been extended by five 
years. 


2. The rights in the international 
water, is allocated by International 
Seabed Authority (ISA) for 
developmental activities. 

3. India is implementing a long-term 
programme on exploration and 
utilization of Polymetallic nodules 
through Ministry of Earth Sciences 

Choose the correct code: 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

30. Kali Tiger Reserve recently seen in 
news is situated in? 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Odisha 

(d) West Bengal 

31. Consider the following statements 
about Mongoose that was recently in 
the news: 

1. Mongoose is a protected species 
under Part II of Schedule II of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

2. Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) has recently seized 
mongoose-hair painting brushes 
in Kolkata. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

32. Consider the following statements 
regarding Palamau Tiger Reserve: 

1. It is one of the nine original tiger 
reserves in India. 

2. It is the only original tiger 
reserves in the state of 
Jharkhand. 

3. North Koel River runs through the 
reserve. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

33. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Ecosystem Service 
Improvement Project: 

1. Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) will 
implement the Project. 

2. It will be entirely financed by the 
World Bank out of its GEF Trust Fund. 

3. The objective of the Project is to 
strengthen the institutional capacity of 
the Departments of Forestry and 
Community Organisations to enhance 
forest ecosystem services 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 



34. Tamil Nadu government in 
collaboration with NT Madras has been 
restoring Vaan Island by deploying 
artificial reefs. Vaan Island is situated 
in: 

(a) Gulf of Mannar 

(b) Andaman Sea 

(c) Gulf of Kutch 

(d) Nothern Bay of Bengal 

35. Consider the following statement 
about El Nino: 

1. It is a complex phenomenon that 
causes waters to warm up in 
Western Pacific Ocean. 

2. El Nino effect typically last 9 to 12 
months. 

3. It occurs on an average every 2-7 
years. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

36. Consider the following statements 
Nagarhole National Park: 

1. Nagarhole National Park (also 
known as Rajiv Gandhi National 


Park), is a national park located in 
Tamilnadu. 

2. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve. 

3. The park has a healthy predator- 
prey ratio. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

37. Mentor India Campaign, a strategic 
nation building initiative to engage leaders 
who can guide and mentor students, has 
been launched by: 

(a) The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development. 


(c) Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). 

(d) None of the above. 

38. Consider the following statements: 

1. West Bengal has been awarded 
prestigious UN Public Service 
Award for its 'Kanyashree 
Prakalpa' initiative. 

2. Under this initiative unmarried 
girls in school and colleges is 
being given 1 lack rupees at the 
age of 18 as one time grant. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(b) Niti Ayog. 



(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

39. Global slavery Index, sometimes 
seen in news, is published by: 

(a) Walk free Foundation 

(b) Economist Intelligence Unit 

(c) Oxfam 

(d) World economic Forum 

40. Ministry of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has 
come up with new guidelines for 
diversion of forest land. Consider the 
following statements with this 
reference: 

1. NPV [NET PRESENT VALUE] 
formula will be used to assess the 
ecosystem service cost of 
diversion. 

2. The Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC) was assigned 
the responsibility of reassessing 
the value of forest. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


41. Consider the following statement 
about Pangolins: 

1. It is a species of reptiles. 

2. Mostly they are nocturnal. 

3. They are listed by CITES in its 
Appendix I. 

Choose the correct code: 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

42. Consider the following statements: 

Indonesia has recently agreed to 
give India access to its Sabang 
port for operational turnaround 
for Indian Navy. 

2. In a first, Indian ship INS Sumitra 
berthed at Sabang Port close to 
the Malacca Strait for 
operational turnaround. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

43. Scutoid, recently seen in News, is: 

(a) A luminous planet discovered recently. 

(b) A type of mineral. 

(c) A geometric shape recently discovered by 
scientists. 


1 . 



(d) A stealth submarine 

44. Consider following statements with 
reference to "Hathkargha Samvardhan 
Sahayata (HSS)" which is recently seen in 
News: 

1. It aims to provide financial 
assistance for technological 
upgradation to improve quality of 
the fabric and productivity. 

2. Sharing of financial assistance is 
Under HSS, financial assistance to 
the extent of 70% of cost of 
technological up-gradation item 
shall be borne by the Govt, of 
India while remaining 30% shall 
be borne by the beneficiary. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

45. Recently, government launched a 
web based application, PARIVESH, it is 
related to: 

(a) It is an integrated environmental 
management system. 

(b) It is an application to measure air 
quality in highly polluting cities. 

(c) It is an application to track cases of 
mob lynching on single platform. 


(d) It is an application to monitor living 
standard in rural areas. 

46. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP): 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

47. Recently, Mission Electrification has 
been launched by: 

(a) Ministry of Power 

(b) Niti Ayog 

(c) Indian Railways 

(d) Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy 

48. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Peer to Peer lending (P2P): 


1. An objective of the schem is 
making quality medicines 
available at affordable prices for 
all. 

2. The Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare is the 
implementation agency for the 
PMJAY. 

3. It aims to bring down the 
healthcare budget of every 
citizen of India. 



1. It is a form of crowd-sourcing, 
where individuals or businesses 
can borrow money via online 
platforms 

2. The platform provides the 
service of collecting loan 
repayments and doing 
preliminary assessment on the 
borrower's creditworthiness. 

3. The interest rate can be set only 
by the mutual agreement 
between the borrower and the 
lender. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 3 only (b) land 2 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

49. "Operation Madad", recently seen in 
news, is related to: 

(a) Indian relief assistance in Syria 

(b) Humanitarian assistance to 
Bangladesh for Rohingya refugees 

(c) Indian aid to Philippines to counter ISIS 

(d) Disaster relief operation in flood-battered 
Kerala 

50. Consider the following statement 
about Tele-Law' scheme: 


1. The Centre in association with the 
National Legal Service Authority (NALSA) 
launched 'Tele-Law' scheme in Bihar. 

2. Under the scheme, a person in 
need of legal aid can get consultation 
through video-conferencing. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

51. Corruption Perception Index is released 
by- 

(a) World Economic Forum 

(b) The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

(c) Transparency International 

(d) Oxfam 

52. Consider the following statements about 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana(Urban) 

1. It envisions provision of Housing for All 
by 2019. 

2. The Mission seeks to address the 
housing requirement of urban poor 
including slum dwellers. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

53. Anoop Satpathy Committee 
recently seen in news is related to: 

(a) Fixation of National Minimum Wage. 

(b) Centre-State relations. 

(c) National Policy on Senior Citizens 

(d) Natural Resource Allocation 

54. Consider the following statements 
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan 
Yojana: 

1. It is a voluntary and contributory 
pension scheme. 

2. It is for both organised and 
unorganised sector. 

3. The entry age group of 18-60 year 
is eligible for the scheme. 

4. Minimum assured pension of Rs 
3000 per month will be given 
after attaining the age of 60 
years. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) land 4 only (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

55. Bottlenose recently seen in news 
belongs to the family of: 

(a) Vultures 


(b) Dolphins 

(c) Tigers 

(d) Sparrows 

56. Consider the following statements about 
Suraj Kund Mela 2019: 

1. Maharashtra was the Theme State of 
the fair. 

2. Indonesia is the Partner Nation Country 
for the Year 2019. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

57. Consider the following statements with 
reference to World Sustainable 
Development Summit 2019: 

1. It was held in India. 

2. It was organized by The Energy and 
Resources Institute. 

3. It is the sole Summit on global issues 
taking place in the developing world. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 



58. Consider the following statement 
about Selenium: 

1. It is an essential micronutrient for 
animals. 

2. It can be used as an antibacterial 
agent. 

3. It is an antioxidant and immunity 
booster. 

4. It is found in soil. 

5. It aids in DNA synthesis and helps 
to maintain a healthy metabolism. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 , 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2,3 and 5 

(c) 1, 3 and 5 (d) All of the above 

59. Recently the new international 
standard for the manufacture and use 
of musical devices was issued by: 

(a) United Nations Development 
Programme and Pan American Health 
Organisation. 

(b) World Health Organization and the 
International Telecommunication Union. 

(c) International Telecommunication 
Union and UNICEF. 

(d) World Health Organization and Pan 
American Health Organisation. 

60. Consider the following statements: 


1. India currently has 26 sites 
designated as Wetlands of 
International Importance. 

2. World Wetlands Day is celebrated 
every year on 2 February. 

3. Introduce undergraduate engineering 
programmes exclusively for artificial 
intelligence, blockchain etc. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) AIM of the above 

61. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Swasthya Bharat Yatra: 

It is launched by Ministry of AYUSH. 

It is a pan-India Cyclothon and a key 
element of the 'Eat Right India' 
movement. 

3. Recently, Tamil Nadu has received the 
Swasth Bharat Yatra award. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 

(a) land 3 only (b) 3 only 

(c) 1 only (d) None of the above. 

62. Consider the following statement with 
Reference to Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi: 

1. It will provide an assured income 
support to the small and 
marginal farmers. 


1 . 

2 . 



2. The income support will be 
transferred directly into the 
bank accounts of beneficiary 
farmers. 

3. Farmers who have less than 2 
hectares of landholding will get 
upto ^6,000 per month. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

63. Which of the following state 
recently came up with a tagging system 
to ensure communities residing within 
the biodiversity zone get Access Benefit 
Share (ABS) from their profits? 

(a) Sikkim 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Goa 

64. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission: 

1. It aims to conserve and develop 
indigenous bovine breeds. 

2. It will upgrade nondescript cattle 
using elite indigenous breeds. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 


(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

65. Recently, An international 
conference and exhibition of rare 
artefacts about the life and legacy of 
8th century Buddhist sage Guru 
Padmasambhava held in India. The 
conference also celebrates the 50 years 
of diplomatic relations between: 

(a) India and Malaysia 

(b) India and Thailand 

(c) India and Bhutan 

(d) India and Cambodia 

66. Consider the following statements 
regarding new e-commerce policy: 

1. It bars online retailers from selling 
products through vendors in which 
they have an equity interest. 

2. It disallows e-commerce players to 
control the inventory of the vendors. 

3. All online retailers will be required to 
maintain a level playing field. 

4. There is no restriction on marketplaces 
from influencing prices. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only (d) All of the above 



67. Renke Commission and the Idate 
Commission are related to: 

(a) Reforming the military financial 
management. 

(b) Denotified, Nomadic and Semi- 
Nomadic Tribes. 

(c) Violations of programs and 
advertising codes by TV channel. 

(d) Management of water resources in 
Northern eastern region. 

68. Millet Village scheme belongs to 
which of the following state: 

(a) Bihar 

(b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 

(d) Kerala 

69. Interim Budget 2019 proposed a 10- 
point vision for 2030 which includes: 

1. Physical and social infrastructure. 

2. Expanding rural industrialisation. 

3. Space programme - Gaganyaan. 

4. Action against terrorism. 

5. Coastline and ocean waters 
powering India's development and 
growth. 

6. Clean Rivers with safe drinking water 
to all Indians. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
Correct? 

(a) 1,2, 3 ,5 and 6 only (b) 2, 3,4 and 5 only 
(c) 1, 2,3 and 5 only (d) All of the above 

70. INSTEX recently seen in news is a: 

(a) Unmanned aerial vehicle 

(b) Stock exchange 


71. Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty is a treaty between: 


(d) USA- South Korea 

72. Consider the following statements with 
reference to black softshell turtle recently 
seen in news: 

1. It is saltwater turtle. 

2. It is classified as Extinct in the Wild by 
IUCN. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(c) Payment mechanism 

(d) Communication Satellite 


(a) USA-Russia 

(b) Japan- Russia 

(c) Japan-USA 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

73. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Pre-Departure 
Orientation Training (PDOT) 
programme: 

1. It is being conducted by Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) in 
collaboration with ministry of 
human resource and 
development. 

2. It is being conducted under the 
Pravasi Kaushal Vikas Yojana. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

74. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA): 

1. It is a regional forum and tripartite 
in nature. 

2. It only consists of coastal states 
bordering the Indian Ocean. 

3. The headquarters of the IORA is 
located in Maldives. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 


75. Nilavembu kudineer recently seen 
in news is a: 

(a) Herbal Drug 

(b) Pond 

(c) Plant endemic to India 

(d) Species of Goat 

76. Consider the following statements Asia 
LPG Summit- 

1. 2nd edition of the Asia LPG Summit 
held in New Delhi. 

2. It is organized by International 
Association of Oil & Gas Producers. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

77. Consider the following statements 
regarding National Testing Agency: 

1. It is an autonomous and self-sustained 
premier testing organization. 

2. It only conducts entrance 
examinations for higher educational 
institutions. 

3. It is chaired by Minister of Human 
resource and development. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 



(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

78. Consider the following statement 
Safe City project: 

1. The project would be 
implemented as a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme with a view to 
provide safety to women in public 
places. 

2. It will be implemented in all the 
Indian metropolitan cities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

79. Bedin 1 recently seen in news is a: 

(a) Natural satellite 

(b) Dwarf star 

(c) Dwarf Galaxy 

(d) Distant planet 

80. Consider the following statements 
regarding Kisan Credit Card Scheme: 

1. It was prepared by the National 
Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD) on the 
recommendation of V Gupta 
committee. 

2. This scheme is being implemented 
by the all Co-operative banks, 


Regional Rural Banks and Public 
Sector Banks throughout the 
country. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

81. Flamingo Sanctuary recently making 
news is situated in: 

(a) Tamil Nadu 


82. Consider the following statement with 
reference to Price monitoring and research 
unit: 

1. It is to track violation of prices of 
essential drugs and medical devices. 

2. Karnataka has become the first State 
to set up a price monitoring and 
research unit (PMRU). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


(b) Gujarat 

(c) Maharashtra 

(d) Nagaland 



83. Consider the following statements 
regarding International Financial 
Services Centres (IFSCs): 

1. It provides fund-raising services 
for individuals, corporations and 
governments. 

2. The first IFSC in India has been set 
up at in Vadodara, Gujarat. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

84. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Agri-Market 
Infrastructure Fund (AMIF): 

1. The fund will be created with 
SIDBI for development and up- 
gradation of agricultural 
marketing infrastructure in 
Gramin Agricultural Markets. 

2. It will provide the State/UT 
Governments with subsidized 
loan. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

85. Which of the following supports 
Darwaza Band campaign? 


(a) United Nations Environment 
Programme 

(b) Asian Development Bank 

(c) World Health Organization 

(d) World Bank 

86. Consider the following statement 
regarding Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) machine: 

1. It is a method of providing feedback to 
voters. 

2. A voter cannot take the paper slip 
printed through the VVPAT. 

3. Mizoram was the first state in India 
where implementation of VVPAT was 
seen in an entire state. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) land 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

87. Consider the following statements 
regarding River Information System: 

1. It is a combination of modern tracking 
system to optimize traffic and 
transport processes in inland 
navigation. 

2. It is being implemented under Inland 
Waterway Authority of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 



(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

88. Consider the following statements 
regarding India's first "career portal: 

1. It was launched in Gujarat. 

2. It was launched with the support 
of World Bank. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

89. Small Grants Programme is funded 
by: 

(a) United Nations Environment 
Programme 

(b) Global environment facility 

(c) World Wide Fund for Nature 

(d) European Environmental Bureau 

90. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Samagra Shiksha 
Abhiyan: 

1. It is an integrated scheme 
envisages school education as a 
continuum from pre-school to 
senior secondary level. 

2. It has been created by subsuming 
three erstwhile Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

91. North Atlantic Treaty Organization is 
recently seen in news. Consider the 
following statements with reference to this: 

1. It is an intergovernmental military 
alliance. 

2. It was signed before Independence of 
India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

92. Consider the following statements 
regarding Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 

1. It aims to provide LPG connections to 
poor households. 

2. Its objective is to empower women and 
protecting their health. 

3. The scheme is being implemented by 
the Ministry of Health and family 
welfare 

Which of the above statements is/are 
CORRECT? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 


(c) 1 and 3 only 


(d) All of the above 



93. LAIRCM recently seen in news will: 

(a) Take high resolution pictures from 
sky 

(b) Protect Aircraft 

(c) Detect condition of Air 

(d) None of the above 

94. Consider following statements 
regarding Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
(SFDR): 

1. It is a missile propulsion 
technology jointly developed by 
India and France. 

2. It helps surface-to-air and air-to- 
air missiles to perform better and 
enhance their strike range. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

95. Sela Pass recently seen in news is 
situated in: 

(a) Sikkim 

(b) B) Himachal Pradesh 

(c) (c) Arunachal Pradesh 


96. International IP Index 2019 has 
been released by: 

(a) World Economic Forum 

(b) U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Global 
Innovation Policy Center 

(c) United Nation's International Labour 
Organization 

(d) World Intellectual Property Organization 

97. Consider the following statements 
regarding Drugs Technical Advisory Board: 

It is the highest statutory decision¬ 
making body on technical matters 
related to drugs. 

It is part of Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organization (CDSCO) in the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

98. Which of the following is called as Bonn 
Convention? 

(a) Convention to Combat Desertification. 

(b) Convention on the conservation of 
migratory species of wild animals. 


1 . 


2 . 


(d) (d) Uttrakhand 



(c) Vienna Convention for the Protection of 
the Ozone Layer. 

(d) Convention on Biological Diversity. 


99. With reference to Asiatic Lion, 
consider the following statements: 

1. Its population is only restricted to 
the state of Gujarat in India. 

2. It is listed as critically endangered 
by IUCN. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

100. Recently which of the following 
state has launched Arundhati scheme 
to provide gold at free of cost to the 
brides: 

(a) Assam 

(b) Kerala 

(c) Odisha 


(d) Maharashtra 



Explanation 

1. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 are correct 

• It was in News because recently. 

Cabinet approves setting up of Rail 
Development Authority 

• It will act within the parameters of the 
Railway Act, 1989. 

• It will only make recommendations to 
the Railway Ministry which will take a 
final call on them. 

• Rail Development Authority: 

• Chairman & 3 members with a fixed 
term of 5 years each. 

• Central government will appoint 
Search and selection committee 
consisting of- 

1. Cabinet secretary (Chairman) 

2. Railway board chairman 

3. Department of personnel and training 
secretary 

4. Chairman of any regulatory body of 
the Central government 

• Functions 

1. To recommend tariff commensurate 
with costs. 


2. Frame principles for social service 
obligation 

3. Suggest policies for private 
investment/ Resolve Dispute 

4. Fix efficiency standards and resolve 
dispute. 

2. Answer (c) OBC sub-categorization 

• Union Cabinet approves proposal to 
set up commission to examine the issue. 

• In a move that could have a far- 
reaching political and social impact, the 
Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved 
a proposal to set up a commission which 
will examine the issue of sub¬ 
categorisation of the Other Backward 
Classes (OBC). 

• The committee has a three-point 
mandate. One, it has to examine the 
"extent of inequitable distribution of 
benefits of reservation" among various 
castes and communities that come 
under the Central OBC list. 

• Justice G. Rohini, chief of OBC sub¬ 
categorization panel. 

• The committee also has to work out 
the mechanism, criteria and parameters 
for the actual sub-categorisation. 

• The actual reservation will continue to 
be 27% and within this the committee 
will have to do the re-arranging. 



3. Answer (b) only 1 and 3 is correct 

• The constitution was amended to 
freeze the delimitation till 2026. 

• This had led to a situation where many 
states have a representation in the 
parliament that is disproportionate to 
their population. 

How did the present problem evolve? 

• The government had suspended 
delimitation in 1976 until 2000. 

• This is done for the reason that the 
states' family planning programs would 
not affect their political representation 
in the LokSabha. 

• 84th Constitution Amendment), Act 
2001 extended the deadline from 2000 
to 2026. 

• Later, delimitation based on the 2001 
census was done. 

• However, the total number of seats in 
the Assemblies and Parliament decided 
as per the 1971 Census was not 
changed. 

• The constitution has also capped the 
number of Lok Shaba & Rajya Sabha 
seats to a maximum of 550 &250 
respectively. 

• As a result increasing populations are 
being represented by a single 
representative. 


Delimitation- 

• Delimitation literally means the act of 
fixing the boundaries of constituencies. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• Under Article 82 of the Constitution, 
Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act 
after every Census which establishes a 
delimitation commission. Hence 
statement 2 is not correct. 

• The main task of the commission is 
redrawing the boundaries of the various 
assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies 
to ensure an equitable population 
distribution. Hence statement 3 is 
correct. 

• Delimitation commissions have been 
set up four times in the past under 
Delimitation Commission Acts'of 1952, 
1962,1972 and 2002. 

4. Answer (a) only 1 and 3 is correct 

• The ICADR is an autonomous 
organization working under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Law & Justice, Govt, of 
India with its headquarters at New Delhi 
and Regional Centres at Hyderabad and 
Bangalore. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• The Regional Centres of ICADR are 
fully funded and supported by the 
respective State Governments. Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 



• The justice dispensing system in India 
has come under great stress for several 
reasons, chief of them being the huge 
pendency of cases in courts underlining 
the need for Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) methods. 

• The Government of India thought it 
necessary to provide a new forum and 
procedure for resolving international 
and domestic disputes quickly. 

• The Chief Justice of India is the Patron 
of ICADR. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

5. Answer (a) A proposed 
administrative reform of Indian 
government. 

• The parliamentary standing committee 
has criticized the new 360-degree rating 
system for the bureaucrats proposed as 
one of the major administrative reform 
by the government. 

• Recently there has been a proposal 
from the Prime Minister's Office to 
introduce a 360-degree feedback 
mechanism for the empanelment of 
secretaries from the 1983 batch of civil 
servants to introduce corporate best 
practices to streamline government 
functioning and maximize efficiency. 

360 Degree Rating System- 

• The 360-degree approach is a new 
multi-source feedback system for 


performance appraisal of bureaucrats 
started by the current government for 
future postings. 

• The system seeks to look beyond the 
ratings received in appraisal reports 
written by their bosses. It relies on 
feedback of juniors and other colleagues 
for an all-round view. 

Is 360° performance method suitable 
for bureaucracy? 

1. Currently the performance of civil 
servants is assessed through Annual 

Confidential Report (ACR) prepared by 
superior authority. 

2. If the 360 degree performance 
appraisal report supplements the ACR, it 
will lead to a hazy conclusion on the 
performance of the employees 
evaluated. 

3. The questionnaire meant for 
evaluation must be based on relevant 
aspects the employees are associated 
with. In the corporate world the system 
of 360 degree performance appraisal fits 
well assessment is done on specific 
metrics such as sales growth, targets, 
customer satisfaction etc. 

4. 360 degree performance appraisal 
system is less an instrument to facilitate 
promotion than to enhance 
performance and efficiency. 



6. Answer (c) both is correct. 

7. Answer (b) World's smallest surgical 
robot 

• Scientists in the UK have developed 
the world's smallest surgical robot with 
low-cost technology used in mobile 
phones and space industries. 

• The robot is called Versius. 

• The robot is controlled by a surgeon at 
a console guided by a 3D screen in the 
operating theatre. 

Functions performed by the robot: It 

mimics the human arm and can be used 
to carry out a wide range of procedures 
in which a series of small incisions are 
made to circumvent the need for 
traditional open surgery. These include 
hernia repairs, colorectal operations, as 
well as prostate, ear, nose and throat 
surgery. 

Benefits:- 

1. The robot is much easier to use than 
existing systems, and take up about a 
third of the space of current machines. 

2. It works like a human arm and 
contains technology that detects 
resistance to make sure the right 
amount of force is used when the 
instruments are inside the patient. Such 
procedures reduce complications and 


pain after surgery and speed up 
recovery time for patients. 

8. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 is correct. 

• Tracking and Data Relay Satellite-M 
(TDRS-M) is a next generation 
communication satellite recently 
launched by NASA. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• It is the third and final in a series of 
next generation communications 
satellites. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

• TDRS-M will become part of NASA's 
Space Network providing navigation and 
high-data-rate communications to the 
International Space Station, NASA's 
Hubble Space Telescope, rocket s and a 
host of other spacecraft. 

• TDRS-M will expand the capabilities 
and extend the lifespan of the Space 
Network by receiving and transmitting 
mission data well into the next decade. 

9. Answer (c) India and Russia 

• Recently, India and Russia held a mega 
war game in October involving their 
armies, navies and the air forces to 
further ramp up military ties. 

• It will be the first time both Russia and 
India carry out an integrated tri-services 
exercise. 



• It will be for the first time India will 
participate in a tri -services exercise with 
a foreign country with such large scale 
participation by the Navy, the Army and 
the Air Force. 

• The armies, navies and air forces of 
Russia are holding bilateral exercises 
separately such as 

1. Exercise INDRA-Joint Exercise 
conducted by both Armies 

2. Exercise INDRA NAVY - Joint Exercise 
conducted by both Navies 

3. Exercise AVIAINDRA-14 - Joint 
Exercise conducted by both Air Forces. 

10. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 is correct 

• The ASTRA weapon system is an 
indigenously developed air-to-air 
Beyond Visual Range (BVR) missile 
developed by the DRDO. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• It comprises a launcher and a missile 
and it is designed as a BVR missile with a 
long range of 110 km and short range of 
20 km. 

• BVR missiles are the latest in air-to-air 
combat. 

• This would be the lAF's first indigenous 
air -to-air BVR missile. Hence statement 
2 is also correct. 


• It was recently test fired from Russian- 
origin Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter aircraft. 

11. Answer (a) Russia's military 
helicopters proposed to be delivered to 
India. 

• Recently, Russia plans to deliver 10 
Kamov Ka-226T military helicopters to 
India in a first tranche as part of a Si- 
billion deal, signed in Indo-Russia 
Summit in Moscow, 2015. 

Kamov 226T 

• The Kamov 226T is a light weight, 
twin-engine multi-role chopper offers 
services for both military and civilian 
purposes. 

• It will replace India's ageing fleet of 
Cheetah and Chetak. 

• The military version is capable of 
working in extreme and difficult weather 
conditions such as hot climate, marine 
areas and high mountains. 

• The helicopter has a maximum speed 
of 250 km/hour and maximum takeoff 
weight is 3,600 kg. 

12. Answer (b) only 2 is Correct. 

• Recently, Israel launches first 
environmental research satellite Venps. 

Hence statement 1 NOT is Correct. 

• The Venus satellite (Vegetation and 
Environment Monitoring New Micro- 



Satellite) is an earth-observation micro¬ 
satellite. 

• It is designed jointly by Israel's agency 
and France's National Centre for Space 
Studies (CNES). 

• The scientific mission will monitor 
Earth's vegetation. Hence statement 2 is 
Correct 

• The microsatellite will send high- 
resolution photos to track climate 
change and aid efforts to tackle 
desertification, erosion, and pollution. 

13. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct. 

• Recently, Perseid meteor Shower is 
the dust of Comet Swift Tuttle which 
passes through Earth every year. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• The meteor shower is caused when 
debris heat up as they enter the 
atmosphere and burn up in a bright 
burst of light. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

• When the debris is in space, they are 
called "meteoroids," but when they 
reach Earth's atmosphere, they're 
designated as "meteors." Hence 
statement 3 is NOT correct 

14. Answer (a) only 1 and 3 is Correct. 

• TRAPPIST-1 is a system of seven Earth- 
size planets orbiting an ultra-cool dwarf 


star about 40 light-years away. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• This is up to twice as old as our own 
solar system, which formed some 4.5 
billion years ago. Hence statement 2 is 
NOT correct. 

• This is by far the largest collection of 
Earth-like planets in the habitable 
Goldilocks'zone of a star. Hence 
statement 3 is correct. 

• In a new study, researchers found that 
the TRAPPIST-1 star is quite old: 
between 

5.4 and 9.8 billion years. 

• Goldilocks represents a zone which is 
neither too close nor too far from a star 
which raises the possibility of liquid 
water being present on the surface. 

• Unlike earlier discoveries of 
exoplanets, all seven planets could 
possibly have liquid water. 

15. Answer (b) Football 

• Recently, Mission XI Million is a joint 
programme, of this Ministry of sports , 
All India Football Federation (AIFF) and 
Federation International de Football 
Association (FIFA) to popularize football 
across the country. 

• The programme targets to reach 11 
Million boys and girls across the country 



for promotion of football by 30th 
September 2017. 

• Government of India has allocated 
around Rs.12.55 crores towards the said 

programme and an equal amount will be 
spent by AIFF/ FIFA. 

16. Answer (c) both is Correct 

• It is Corpus fund for Secondary and 
Higher education. 

• The Union Cabinet has accorded its 
approval for creation of a non-lapsable 
pool in the Public Account for secondary 
and higher, education known as 
"Madhyamik and Uchchtar Shiksha 
Kosh" (MUSK) into which all proceeds of 
"Secondary and Higher Education Cess" 
will be credited. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

Key facts: 

1. Administration and maintenance of 
the above pool will be done by Ministry 
of Human Resource Development. 

Hence statement 2 is also correct. 

2. The MUSK would be maintained as a 
Reserve Fund in the non-interest 
bearing section of the Public Accounts of 
India. 

3. The funds arising from the MUSK 
would be utilized for schemes in the 
education sector which would be 


available for the benefit of students of 
secondary and higher education, all over 
the country. 

4. A cess imposed by the central 
government is a tax on tax, levied by the 
government for a specific purpose. 

17. Answer (c) both is Correct 

• It was in news because. Recently, 
Cabinet Committee has approved the 
renaming of SAMPADA (Scheme for 
Agro-Marine Processing and 
Development of Agro-Processing 
Clusters) as "Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Sampada Yojana. 

• It is the new Central Sector Scheme 
that aims to supplement agriculture 
Income, modernize food processing 
industries and decrease Agriculture 
waste. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The implementation period of the 
scheme is 2016-20 coterminous with the 
14th 

Finance Commission cycle. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• The implementation of this scheme 
will result in creation of modern 
infrastructure, growth of food 
processing sector and providing better 
prices to the farmers. 



18. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• Ministry of Drinking water and 
Sanitation released the Rural Sanitation 
Survey undertaken by Quality Council of 
India. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• According to it, almost all rural 
households in Kerala and Haryana had 
access to toilet while Bihar and UP were 
among the worst performers in it. 

Quality Council of India- 

1. Quality Council of India is the 
accreditation authority of India. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

2. It is an autonomous body under 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Hence statement 3 is NOT Correct. 

3. It was created jointly by Government 
and Industry bodies such as CM, FICCI 
and ASSOCHAM. 

4. Chairman of QCI is appointed by 
Prime Minister on the recommendations 
of Industry to the Government. 

5. Its objective is to establish and 
operate National accreditation 
structure, to monitor and administer the 
national quality campaign. 

19. Answer (a) Karnataka 

• Recently, Project 'Varshadhari' was 
launched by the Karnataka government 
in Bengaluru on Monday under which an 


aircraft will spray chemicals to induce 
rainfall. 

• The cloud seeding project will cover 
Bengaluru, Gadag and Yadgir. Cloud 
seeding is a form of weather 
modification, a way of changing the 
amount or type of precipitation that falls 
from clouds, by dispersing substances 
into the air that serve as cloud 
condensation or ice nuclei, which alter 
the microphysical processes within the 
cloud. The usual intent is to increase 
precipitation (rain or snow), but hail and 
fog suppression are also widely 
practiced in airports, where harsh 
weather conditions are experienced. 

• The most common chemicals used for 
cloud seeding include silver iodide, 
potassium iodide and dry ice (solid 
carbon dioxide). Liquid propane, which 
expands into a gas, has also been used. 

• The largest cloud seeding system is in 
the People's Republic of China. They 
believe that it increases the amount of 
rain over several increasingly arid 
regions, including its capital city, Beijing, 
by firing silver iodide rockets into the sky 
where rain is desired 

• In India, cloud seeding operations 
were conducted during the years 1983, 
1984-87,1993-94 by Tamil Nadu Govt 
due to severe drought. In the years 2003 
and 2004 Karnataka government 



initiated cloud seeding. Cloud seeding 
operations were also conducted in the 
same year through US- based Weather 
Modification Inc. in the state of 
Maharashtra. In 2008, there were plans 
for 12 districts of state of Andhra 
Pradesh. 

20. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• SITA is a project of the International 
Trade Centre which aims to catalyze at 
least $80 million worth investment by 
2020 between East African Countries 
and India. 

• The initial focus of SITA was to explore 
how East (Not West) African countries 
could enhance their exports to India. 

Hence statement 1 is NOT correct. 

• It has now grown into a much larger 
project which is aimed at boosting trade 
as well as foster foreign direct 
investment between India and East 
Africa as well as the rest of the world. 

• It covers five East African countries 
such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, 
Uganda and the United Republic of 
Tanzania. 

• Though Indian SMEs interested in 
exploring opportunities in African 
markets, they are not aware of the new 
geographies, political and socio 
economic situations, investment 
climate, regulatory framework. 


• SITA helps bridge this gap through 
awareness building workshops and 
seminars. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

• It also disseminates sector -focused 
information. 

21. Answer (b) India and Myanmar 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between India and Myanmar for the 
conservation of earthquake-damaged 
pagodas at Bagan, Myanmar. 
Significance of this MoU:- 

• Implementation of the project will 
further strengthen India's enduring ties 
in culture and religion with Myanmar. 

• It will also generate immense goodwill 
for India among people of Myanmar due 
to the religious significance as well as 
the touristic significance of the project. 

• It will also contribute to India's 
development partnership with 
Myanmar. 

• It will be an opportunity to showcase 
India's expertise in the restoration and 
conservation of monuments not only to 
the people of Myanmar but also to the 
tourists from other countries. 

Bagan:- 

• Bagan in central Burma is one of the 
world's greatest archeological sites. 

• Ayeyarwady (Irrawaddy) River drifts 
past its northern and western sides. 
From the 9th to 13th centuries, the city 
was the capital of the Pagan Kingdom, 
the first kingdom that unified the 
regions that would later constitute 
modern Myanmar. 



• During the kingdom's height between 
the 11th and 13th centuries, over 
10,000 Buddhist temples, pagodas and 
monasteries were constructed in the 
Bagan plains alone. 

22. Answer (c) Philippines 

• India has decided to provide a financial 
assistance of Rs. 3.2 cro re to the 

Philippines to aid its fight against the 
Islamic State (IS)-affiliated terror groups 
in the city of Marawi in Mindanao 
province. 

• Philippines has been engaged with 
Islamic State (ISIS)-affiliated militants 
who launched an offensive to control 
city of Marawi in Mindanao province on 
May 23, 2017. 

• This is the first time India is sending 
financial aid to another country for relief 
and rehabilitation from deadly terror 
groups. 

• India has emerged as the highest 
donor for anti-terrorism efforts in 
Philippines. 

• India is also conducting cybersecurity 
training for the Philippine security 
forces, focusing on deradicalisation. 

23. Answer (c) Only 3 is correct. 

• Vienna, Austria city has been named 
the world's most liveable city for the 
sixth consecutive year, according to the 


Global Liveability Ranking. Hence 1 st 
statement is wrong. 

• Global Liveability Ranking is a list of 
140 cities published by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit. Hence 2nd statement 
is also wrong. 

• The ranking considers 30 factors 
related to things like public safety, 
healthcare, education, infrastructure 
and environment. 

• Melbourne is followed by Austrian 
capital Vienna and Canada's Vancouver. 

• The least liveable city is Damascus at 
140th place. Hence 3rd statement is 
Correct. 

24. Answer (a) only 1, 2 and 3 is correct 

• The index is calculated by French asset 
management company Natixis Global. It 
ranks 43 countries which include 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
advanced economies, members of the 
OECD and the BRIC countries. Hence 
statement 1 and 2 are correct. 

• It ranks on the basis of four factors 
such as the 

1. Material means to live comfortably in 
retirement; 

2. Access to quality financial services to 
help preserve savings value and 
maximize income; 



3. Access to quality health services; 

4. A clean and safe environment. 

• Switzerland, Norway and Iceland 
topped the ranking. Hence statement 3 
is correct. 

• India has ranked the lowest and worst 
among BRIC countries. Hence statement 
4 is NOT correct. 


25. Answer (a) only 1 is correct. 

• Kazakhstan is all set to open the 
world's first Low Enriched Uranium Bank 
in Oskemen. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• The International Atomic Energy 
Agency launched the project in 2010 
(Not Recently). Hence statement 2 is 
NOT correct. 

• The bank will hold 90 tons of 
uranium—enough to power a large 
reactor for three years—and member 
states that withdraw from the bank will 
cover the cost of restocking. 

• To ensure transport, the IAEA signed 
an agreement with Russia in 2015 to 
allow the material to travel through the 
country 

26. Answer (b) Western Ghat 


• A new species of the endemic frog 
genus Nasikabatrachus has been 
discovered from the eastern slopes of 
the Western Ghats. 

• It has a snout-shaped nose, just like a 
pig's and is a soil dwelling species of 
purple frog. 

• It inhabits the eastern slopes of the 
Western Ghats, near the Srivilliputhur 
Grizzled Giant Squirrel Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu. 

27. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Recently the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) has signed a MoU with 
the International Vaccine Institute (IVI) 
for collaborating on vaccine research 
and development. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

International Vaccine Institute (IVI) 

• IVI, an International Organization is 
headquartered at Seoul, South Korea 
and established based on initiatives of 
UNDP (Not World Bank). Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• It is devoted to developing and 
introducing new and improved vaccines 
to protect the people against infectious 
diseases. 

• India is a long-term collaborator and 
stakeholder of IVI since 2007. 



• With the change in governance 
structure in 2012, India becomes a full 
member of its governing council with 
the cabinet approval. 

• One of the most successful 
collaborations of IVI with India was on 
the development of Shanchol, the 
world's first low-cost oral cholera 
vaccine. 

• The vaccine was licensed in India in 
2009 and WHO-prequalified in 2011. 

28. Answer (d) Goa 

• Facing criticism from the government's 
allies in Goa for removing coconut palm 
from the list of trees, the BJP-led 
coalition Cabinet passed an amendment 
granting it the status of "State tree". 

• "The State government has decided to 
include coconut palm as tree in the Goa, 
Daman and Diu (Preservation of) Trees 
Act, 1984 to regulate its felling of 
coconut trees under this Act. 

29. Answer (d) all is correct 

• Recently India's exclusive rights to 
explore polymetallic nodules from 
seabed in Central Indian Ocean Basin 
have been extended by five years. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The rights in the international water, is 
allocated by International Seabed 


Authority (ISA) for developmental 
activities. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

• India is implementing a long-term 
programme on exploration and 
utilization of Polymetallic nodules 
through Ministry of Earth Sciences and it 
includes survey and exploration, 
environmental studies, technology 
development in mining and extractive 
metallurgy. Hence statement 3 is also 
correct. 

30. Answer (a) Karnataka 

• The Karnataka State Government has 
decided to limit the eco-sensitive zone 
(ESZ) around Kali Tiger Reserve. 

• Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are areas 
notified by the Ministry of Environment, 

Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), 
around Protected Areas, National Parks 
and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

• The purpose of declaring ESZs is to 
create some kind of shock absorbers to 
the protected areas by regulating and 
managing the activities around such 
areas. 

• They also act as a transition zone from 
areas of high protection to areas 
involving lesser protection. 



• An ESZ could go up to 10 kilometres 
around a protected area as provided in 
the Wildlife Conservation Strategy, 

2002. And it may go beyond 10 
kilometres in ecologically important 
patches. 

31. Answer- (c) both is correct. 

• Mongoose is a protected species 
under Part II of Schedule II of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• Indian grey mongoose is the state 
animal of Chandigarh. 

• Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) 
has recently seized mongoose-hair 
painting brushes in Kolkata. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• Species listed in Schedule I and part II 
of Schedule II are provided absolute 
protection and offences under these are 
prescribed the highest penalties, e.g 
Gangetic Dolphin, Clouded Leopard, 

Sloth bear etc 

• Species listed in Schedule III and 
Schedule IV are also protected, but the 
penalties are much lower, e.g Chital, 
Indian porcupine etc 

• Schedule V includes vermins i.e the 
animals which may be hunted, e.g 
Common Crows, Fruit Bats, Nilgais etc 

• The plants in Schedule VI are 
prohibited from cultivation and planting, 
e.g Pitcher plant, Red Vanda etc. 


32. Answer (d) all is correct 

• The Palamau Tiger Reserve is one of 
the nine original tiger reserves in 
Indiaand the only one in the state of 
Jharkhand, India. It forms part of Betla 
National Park and Palamau Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

• The area in Latehar District in 
Jharkhand was set aside as protected in 
1974 under the 

Indian Forests Act. Before the formation 
of the reserve, the area was used for 
cattle grazing and camping; it was 
acutely prone to forest fire. In 1974, the 
area was set up as the Palamau Tiger 
Reserve. 

• Apart from tigers and elephants, 
leopards, gaurs, sambars and wild dogs 
live in the reserve. (For a more 
exhaustive list see article about Betla 
National Park.) 

• Though the North Koel River runs 
through the reserve, the animals depend 
on man- made holes for water, making 
them easily accessible to humans. 

33. Answer (d) all is correct. 

• A Grant Agreement from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) of the World 
Bank of USD 24.64 million for 
"Ecosystem Service Improvement 
Project" was recently signed between 
India and the World Bank. 



• The size of Project is USD 24.64 million 
which entirely will be financed by the 
World Bank out of its GEF Trust Fund. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

Ecosystem Service Improvement 
Project: 

• Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) will 
implement the Project in the States of 
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh 
through Indian Council of Forestry 
Research & Education under the 
National Mission for Green India. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

•The objective of the Project is to 
strengthen the institutional capacity of 
the Departments of Forestry and 
Community Organisations to enhancen 
forest ecosystem services and improve 
the livelihoods of forest dependent 
communities in Central Indian 
Highlands. Hence statement 3 is 
correct. 

34. Answer (a) Gulf of Mannar 

• Tamil Nadu govt in collaboration with 
IIT Madras have been restoring Vaan 
Island in Gulf of Mannar by deploying 
artificial reefs near vulnerable island 

• Highlights- 

1. It is the first attempt in India to 
protect and restore a sinking island. 

2. Funding: The project has been funded 
by NAFCC of the Ministry of 


Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change 

• National Adaptation Fund for Climate 
Change [NAFCC]- 

1. Aim: To assist State and Union 
Territories that are particularly 
vulnerable to the adverse effects of 
climate change in meeting the cost of 
adaptation. 

2. NABARD has been appointed as 
National Implementing Entity (NIE) 
responsible for implementation of 
adaptation projects under the NAFCC. 

35. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 is correct. 

• Recently, scientist concluded that El 
Nino of 2014-16 caused over 3 billion 

tonnes of carbon to get released into 
the atmosphere, pushing carbon dioxide 
concentration to record levels. 

• Highlight- 

• Scientist analysed the data collected 
by Nasa's Orbiting Carbon Observatory-2 
(OCO-2) satellite, which measures level 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

• The El Nino led to excessive carbon 
dioxide releases in following ways: 

1. Hot weather and drought caused 
extensive wildfires in south-east Asia. 



2. Drought in the Amazon rainforest 
stunted plant growth, reducing the 
amount of carbon they absorb while 
growing. 

3. Flattening of emissions from fossil 
fuels: C02 emissions from burning of 
fossil fuels had flattened out to about 
36.2 billion tonnes in 2014 and 2015 and 
similar is projected for 2016. 

El Nino: 

• El Nino means The Little Boy, or Christ 
Child in Spanish. 

• It is a complex phenomenon that 
causes waters to warm up in east- 
central Pacific Ocean, which in turn 
causes huge changes in wind directions 
bringing less rain to south-east Asia and 
the Indian subcontinent, while 
increasing rain in other parts of the 
world. Hence statement 1 is wrong. 

• El Nino effect typically last 9 to 12 
months. It occurs on an average every 2- 
7 years. 

36. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 are correct 

• Nagarhole National Park (also known 
as Rajiv Gandhi National Park), is a 
national park located in Kodagu district 
and Mysore district in Karnataka (Not 
Tamilnadu) state in South India. Hence 
statement 1 is NOT correct. 


• This park was declared the thirty 
seventh Project Tiger tiger reserve in 
1999. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

• The Western Ghats Nilgiri Sub-Cluster 
of 6,000 km2 (2,300 sq mi), including all 
of Nagarhole National Park, is under 
consideration by the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee for selection as a 
World Heritage Site. 

• The park has rich forest cover, small 
streams, hills, valleys and waterfalls. 

• The park has a healthy predator-prey 
ratio, with many tigers, Indian bison and 
Elephants. Hence statement 3 is also 
correct. 

37. Answer (b) NITI Aayog 

• NITI Aayog is all set to launch the 
Mentor India Campaign, a strategic 
nation building initiative to engage 
leaders who can guide and mentor 
students at more than 900 Atal 
Tinkering Labs, established across the 
country as a part of the Atal Innovation 
Mission. 

Mentor India campaign: 

• Mentor India is aimed at maximizing 
the impact of Atal Tinkering Labs, 
possibly the biggest disruption in formal 
education globally. 

• The idea is to engage leaders who will 
nurture and guide students in the Atal 



Tinkering Labs. These labs are non- 
prescriptive by nature, and mentors are 
expected to be enablers rather than 
instructors. 

• NITI Aayog is looking for leaders who 
can spend anywhere between one to 
two hours every week in one or more 
such labs to enable students experience, 
learn and practice future skills such as 
design and computational thinking. 

38. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Second statement is Incorrect 
because through the initiative, cash was 
deposited into the bank account of girls 
for every year they remained in school 
and were unmarried. This initiative led 
to a "drastic reduction in child marriage, 
increase in female education and female 
empowerment." 

• • The West Bengal government won 
the prestigious UN Public Service 
Award for its initiative to combat child 
marriage and ensure education to the 
girl child in the state. 

• West Bengal has been awarded for 
the 'Kanyashree Prakalpa'initiative that 
sought to reduce the high child marriage 
rates and low female education rates in 
the state. 

• It has been given international 
recognition by the United Kingdom's 
Department of International 
Development and the UNICEF. 


• The scheme has two components: 

a) Annual scholarship of Rs. 750.00 

b) One time grant of Rs. 25,000.00 

• The annual scholarship is for 
unmarried girls aged 13-18 years 
enrolled in class VIII-XII in government 
recognized regular or equivalent open 
school or vocational / technical training 
courses. Recently the bar of income is 
withdrawn by Gov. W.B. now every girl 
can apply for that scheme. 

• 14 August is celebrated as Kanyashree 
Day to promote the scheme throughout 
the state. 

• The United Nations (UN) Public Service 
Award is the most prestigious 
international recognition of excellence 
in public service. It rewards the creative 
achievements and contributions of 
public service institutions that lead to a 
more effective and responsive public 
administration in countries worldwide. 
Through an annual competition, the UN 
Public Service Awards promotes the 
role, professionalism and visibility of 
public service. 

39. Answer (a) Walk free Foundation 

The report of the Global slavery Index 
2018 is published by the Australia-based 
human rights group Walk Free 
Foundation. 

/ The estimation data were drawn 
from 54 surveys conducted in 48 



countries which included a module on 
Modern Slavery, with a total sample of 
71,158 individual interviews. 

/ What is Modern Slavery? 

• "In the context of this report, modern 
slavery covers a set of specific legal 
concepts including forced labour, debt 
bondage, forced marriage, slavery and 
slavery-like practices, and human 
trafficking". 

• It is used as an umbrella term which 
refers to situations of exploitation that a 
person cannot refuse or leave because 
of threats, violence, coercion, deception, 
and abuse of power. 

/ Performance of various countries: 

• North Korea is at the top of the list 
with 104.6 per 1,000 and Japan 
registering the lowest prevalence rate of 
0.3 per 1,000. 

• Globally, nearly three-quarters (71 
percent) of modern slavery's victims are 
women and girls. There are more female 
than male victims across all forms of 
modern slavery. 

• The 10 countries with the largest 
number of absolute numbers of people 
in modern slavery include India, China, 
Pakistan, North Korea, Nigeria, Iran, 
Indonesia, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Russia and the Philippines. 

• These 10 countries account for 60 
percent of people living in modern 
slavery. 


• Findings from the Index highlight the 
connection between modern slavery 
and two major external drivers - highly 
repressive regimes, in which populations 
are put to work to prop up the 
government, and conflict situations 
which result in the breakdown of rule of 
law, social structures, and existing 
systems of protection. 

/ Extent of modern slavery in India: 

• Among 167 countries, India ranked 53. 
However, in absolute numbers, India 
topped the list on prevalence. 

• The index estimates that on any given 
day in 2016 there were nearly 8 million 
people living in "modern slavery" in 
India — a claim strongly contested by 
the government on the grounds that its 
parameters were poorly defined and too 
wide-ranging. 

• The report said that in terms of 
prevalence, there were 6.1 victims for 
every thousand people. 

• Reports Published by World Economic 
Forum- 

1) Global Gender Gap Report 

2) The Global Competitiveness Report 

3) The Inclusive Development Index 

4) Travel and Tourism 
Competitiveness Report 

5) The Global Enabling Trade Report 

6) Global Energy Architecture 
Performance Index 



7) Global Information Technology 
Report 

8) Human Capital Report 

9) Environmental Performance Index 

• Reports Published by Economist 
Intelligence Unit 

1) Democracy Index 

2 ) Government Broadband Index 

3) Inclusive internet index 

4) Global livability Index 

• Reports Published by Oxfam 

/ World Inequality Index. 

40. Answer (a) Only 1 is correct. 

• Recently Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 
has come up with new guidelines for 
diversion of forest land Guideline 
comprise a number of new costs for 
diversion of forest land, including 
possession costs,habitat fragmentation 
costs and various ecological services 
cost like water recharge, nutrients in the 
soil, carbon sequestration and others. 

• NPV [NET PRESENT VALUE] formula 
will be used to assess the ecosystem 
service cost of diversion. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 


• Guideline will come into effect once 
the NPV (net present value) of forests is 
revised as prescribed by the Supreme 
Court in 2008 

• The Indian Institute of Forest 
Management (IIFM) was assigned the 
responsibility of reassessing the value of 
forest. Hence statement 2 is NOT 
correct 

41. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 are correct. 

• It was in news because a special unit 
of the Odisha Police has launched a 
drive to bust an international syndicate 
that peddles "endangered" pangolin, 
one of the world's most illegally traded 
mammals. 

• First statement is 

wrong because Pangolins or scaly 
anteaters are mammals. 

• Pangolin is only scaly mammal on the 
planet. According to Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES), it is also the most 
illegally traded vertebrate within its 
class (Mammalia). 

• Of the eight species of pangolin 
worldwide, two are found in India. They 
are Chinese pangolin, mostly found in 
northeast India and Indian pangolin. 

• Pangolins have large, protective 
keratin scales covering their skin; they 
are the only known mammals with this 
feature. 

• Pangolins are nocturnal, and their diet 
consists of mainly ants and termites, 



which they capture using their long 
tongues. 

• They tend to be solitary animals, 
meeting only to mate and produce a 
litter of one to three offspring, which 
are raised for about two years. 

• Pangolins are threatened by 
poaching (for their meat and scales) and 
heavy deforestation of their natural 
habitats, and are the most 
trafficked mammals in the world. 

• Of the eight species of pangolin, four 
are listed as vulnerable, two are listed as 
endangered, and two are listed as 
critically endangered on the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature Red List of Threatened Species. 

• The third Saturday in February is 
promoted as World Pangolin Day by the 
conservation NPO Annamiticus. 

• There are eight species of pangolin, 
Four Asian species and four African 
species. 

/ Asian pangolin species: 

1 . Chinese or Formosan pangolin - 
Critically Endangered 

2 . Malayan or Sunda pangolin - 
Critically Endangered 

3 . Indian or thick-tailed pangolin 
(Manis crassicaudata) - 
Endangered. It is also a Schedule 
I category protected animal, 
under the Wildlife Protection Act 
(1972). 


4. Palawan or Philippine pangolin 
(Manis culionensis) - 
Endangered 

/ African pangolin species: 

1. Tree or African white-bellied 
pangolin - Vulnerable 

2 . Giant ground pangolin - 
Vulnerable 

3. Cape or Temminck's ground 
pangolin - Vulnerable 

4. Long-tailed or black-bellied 
pangolin- Vulnerable 

• MLAT: A process has been initiated to 
crack the international pangolin 
smuggling racket, possibly with the help 
of the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty 
(MLAT). MLAT is an agreement between 
nations to exchange information or 
provide legal assistance for enforcing 
laws. 

42. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is 
Incorrect. 

•It was in news because; Indonesia has 
recently agreed to give India access to 
its Sabang port for operational 
turnaround for Indian Navy. 

• In a first, Indian ship INS Sumitra 
berthed at Sabang Port close to the 
Malacca Strait for operational 
turnaround. 



• INS Sumitra sailed from Port Blair to 
Sabang, where it will take provisions and 
fuel before going for further deployment 
in the Indian Ocean. 

• It will increase the Indian Navy's 
footprint in the region. 

• Sabang port is in Sumatra island of 
Indonesia. 

43. Answer (c) a geometric shape 
recently discovered by scientists. 

• Scientists have identified new 
geometric shape called scutoid while 
studying epithelial cells. 

•Epithelial tissue is one of four kinds of 
tissue that forms human body which 
acts as safety shield of body that make 
up cell walls lining our blood. 

•Scutoid shape has five sides on one end 
and six on the other and a triangular 
surface on one of its longer edges. And it 
is completely new to geometry and 
resembles beetle's scutellum (shield-like 
structure) from top-down view. 

44. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Textiles Minister inaugurates camp on 
Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata 
Schemes for Handloom weavers. 


• "Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata 
(HSS)": 

• On the occasion of second National 
Handloom Day celebrated in Varanasi on 
7 th August 2016, Hon'ble Minister of 
Textiles announced "Hathkargha 
Samvardhan Sahayata" to meet the 
needs of handloom weavers for 
assistance on larger scale for looms and 
accessories. 

• It aims to provide financial assistance 
for technological upgradation to 
improve quality of the fabric and 
productivity. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• Sharing of financial assistance is Under 
HSS, financial assistance to the extent of 
90% of cost of technological up¬ 
gradation item shall be borne by the 
Govt, of India while remaining 10% shall 
be borne by the beneficiary. Hence 
statement 2 is Incorrect. 

45. Answer (a) it is an integrated 
environmental management system. 

• Recently, government launched an 
integrated environmental management 
system named; PARIVESH (Proactive 
and Responsive facilitation by 
Interactive, Virtuous and 



Environmental Single-window Hub). 
Hence option (a) is correct. 

About PARIVESH 

• It is a web based, role-based workflow 
application which has been developed 
for online submission and monitoring of 
the proposals submitted by the 
proponents for seeking Environment, 
Forest, Wildlife and CRZ Clearances from 
Central, State and district level 
authorities. 

• It automates the entire tracking of 
proposals which includes online 
submission of a new proposal, 
editing/updating the details of proposals 
and displays status of the proposals at 
each stage of the workflow. 

• The system includes monitoring of 
compliance reports including geo-tagged 
images of the site by regulatory body or 
inspecting officers even through the 
Mobile App for enhanced compliance 
monitoring 

• It also provides access to previous 
Environment Impact Assessment 
Reports, which is a valuable reservoir of 
information. 

Significance of PARIVESH 

• It will improve the entire process of 
appraisal and environmental clearance 
because delay in environment clearance 


can cause a huge monetary loss and 
negatively impact business prospect of 
that region. 

• It will ensure transparency and 
expedite the process of granting 
clearance by enabling project proponent 
and citizen to track and interact with 
scrutiny officers, generate online 
clearance letters. 

• The Project Proponent can also track 
the movement of their application at 
different stages and can see the findings 
of the Expert Appraisal Committee on 
their project proposal. 

• It has been developed in pursuance of 
the spirit of 'Digital India' and capturing 
the essence of "minimum government 
and maximum governance". 

46. Answer (a) only 1 and 3 is correct 

• Objectives of the schem is making 
quality medicines available at affordable 
prices for all, particularly the poor and 
disadvantaged, through exclusive 
outlets "Jan Aushadhi Medical Store", so 
as to reduce out of pocket expenses in 
healthcare. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• BPPI (Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India), 
under the administrative control of the 
Department of Pharmaceuticals, 

Ministry of Chemicals& Fertilizers, and 



Government of India will be the 
implementation agency for the PMJAY. 

Hence statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• Aim to bring down the healthcare 
budget of every citizen of India through 
providing Quality generic Medicines at 
Affordable Prices. Hence statement 3 is 
correct. 

47. Answer (c) Indian Railways 

• Indian Railways had launched Mission 
Electrification on 3rd Nov'16 under the 
guidance of Minister of Railways Shri 
Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, for 
electrification of 24,400 route kilometre 
(rkm) of BG network in next five years. 

48. Answer (b) only 1 and 2 is correct. 

• It is a form of crowd-sourcing, where 
individuals or businesses can borrow 
money via online platforms (i.e) without 
the use of an official financial institution 
as an intermediary. Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

• P2P lending platforms are largely 
technology companies registered under 
the Companies Act that act as 
aggregators for lenders and borrowers. 

3. The interest rate may be set by the 
platform or by mutual agreement 
between the borrower and the lender. 

Hence statement 3 NOT is correct. 


4. The platform provides the service of 
collecting loan repayments and doing 
preliminary assessment on the 
borrower's creditworthiness. It makes a 
profit from arrangement fees. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

5. Now, the RBI is looking at allowing 
players in the sector to have an offline 
presence besides an online one. 

6. If it is allowed to have offline 
presence, it will be just like chit funds. 

7. Further, to attract more players into 
the P2P space, entities (such as 
societies) other than those registered 
under the Companies Act may be 
allowed entry. 

49. Answer (d) Disaster relief operation 
in flood-battered Kerala 

• Navy launches 'Operation Madad' in 
flood-battered Kerala. Hence option (d) 
is correct. 

• The operation 'Madad 7 has been 
launched by the Southern naval 
command at kochi. 

• Nearly 54,000 people have been 
rendered homeless and 29 deaths have 
been reported so far from across the 
state which has been receiving incessant 
rains since past several days. 



• It is for assisting the state 
administration of Kerala and 
undertaking disaster relief operations 
due to the unprecedented flooding 
experienced in many parts. 

• Flooding in many parts is due to 
incessant rainfall and release of excess 
water from Idukki and other dams. 

• In addition, the Naval Hospital, INHS 
Sanjivani has been deployed for 
rendering medical assistance. 

• Naval helicopters are also deployed for 
ferrying divers, power tools, axes and 
relief material to the flooded areas to 
augment ongoing relief operations. 

50. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 is correct 

• In its effort to make legal aid easily 
accessible to the marginalized 
communities and citizens living in rural 
areas, the Government of India has 
launched the 'Tele-Law'. 

• The Ministry of Law and Justice 
partnered with the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY), to provide legal aid services 
through its Common Service Centres 
(CSC) at the panchayat level, spread 
across the country. 

• Under the scheme, a portal called 
'Tele-Law' will be launched, which will 
be available across the CSC network. 

• This will connect the citizens to legal 
service providers with the help of 
technology enabled platforms. 


• 'Tele-Law' will enable people to seek 
legal advice from lawyers through 
video conferencingavailable at the CSC. 

• The National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) will provide a panel of lawyers 
from State capitals, who will be available 
through video conferencing to provide 
legal advice and counselling to the 
applicants. 

• A robust monitoring and evaluation 
system is also being designed which will 
help in assessing the quality of legal 
advice provided and the ensuing benefit 
to those accessing it. 

51. Answer (c) Transparency 
International 

• India has improved its ranking by three 
positions in the Global Corruption Index 
2018. 

• The index was released by released by 
the Transparency International. 

• India was ranked 81st in 2017, is 
ranked 78 in 2018/ 

• Denmark and New Zealand topped the 
2018 index while Somalia, Syria and 
South Sudan were at the bottom 
respectively. 

• US has dropped out of top 20 
countries for the first time since 2011. 


52. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (Urban) Programme launched by 



the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA), in 
Mission mode envisions provision of 
Housing for All by 2022. 

• It was in news because Government 
has launched a Mobile App to Allow 
Beneficiaries to Capture & Upload 
Photographs of Completed Houses 
under PMAY- U. 

/ The Mission seeks to address the 
housing requirement of urban poor 
including slum dwellers through 
following programme verticals: 

• Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers 
with participation of private developers 
using land as a resource. 

• Promotion of Affordable Housing for 
weaker section through credit linked 
subsidy. 

• Affordable Housing in Partnership with 
Public & Private sectors. 

• Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual 
house construction /enhancement. 

/ Key facts: 

• The beneficiaries are poor and people 
living under EWS and LIG categories in 
the country. 

• The scheme is divided into three 
phases. In the first phase, a total of 100 
cities will be covered from April 2015 to 
March 2017. In phase two, 200 cities will 
be covered from April 2017 to March 


2019. In the third phase, the leftover 
cities will be covered from April 2019 to 
March 2022. 

• The government is providing an 
interest subsidy of 6.5% on housing 
loans which can be availed by 
beneficiaries for 15 years from start of 
loan date. 

• The government will grant Rs 1 lakh to 
all the beneficiaries of the scheme. In 
addition, Rs 1.5 lakh will be given to all 
eligible urban poor who want to 
construct their houses in urban areas or 
plan to go for renovation in their 
existing houses. One can also avail loans 
under this scheme to build toilets in 
existing houses. 

53. Answer (a) Fixation of National 
Minimum Wage. 

• This committee was in news because 

the Expert Committee Submits its 
Report on Determining Methodology for 
Fixing National Minimum Wage. 

• The Ministry of Labour and 
Employment had constituted an expert 
committee in January 2017, under the 
Chairmanship Dr. Anoop Satpathy to 
review and recommend methodology 
for fixation of National Minimum Wage 
(NMW). 

/ What's the proposed National 
Minimum wage? 



• On the basis of the aforesaid 
approach, the report has recommended 
to fix the need based national minimum 
wage for India at INR 375 per day (or INR 
9,750 per month) as of July 2018, 
irrespective of sectors, skills, 
occupations and rural-urban locations 
for a family comprising of 3.6 
consumption unit. 

• It has also recommended to introduce 
an additional house rent allowance (city 
compensatory allowance), averaging up 
to INR 55 per day i.e., INR 1,430 per 
month for urban workers over and 
above the NMW. 

54. Answer (c) 1 and 4 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is a mega pension scheme for 
unorganized sector. 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the entry age group of 18-40 
year will be eligible for the scheme. 

• Union Ministry of Labour and 
Employment has launched the Pradhan 
Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan Yojana 
(PM-SYM), a mega pension scheme for 
unorganised sector. The scheme was 
announced in the Interim Budget 2019. 

/ PM-SYM is a voluntary and 
contributory pension scheme that will 
engage as many as 42 crore workers in 
the unorganised sector. 


✓ Eligibility: 

• The unorganised sector workers, with 
income of less than Rs 15,000 per 
month and who belong to the entry age 
group of 18-40 year s, will be eligible for 
the scheme. 

• Those workers should not be covered 
under New Pension Scheme (NPS), 
Employees' State Insurance Corporation 
(ESIC) scheme or Employees' Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO). 

• He or she should not be an income tax 
payer. 

/ Benefits of the scheme: 

• Minimum Assured Pension: Each 

subscriber under the scheme will receive 
minimum assured pension of Rs 3000 
per month after attaining the age of 60 
years. 

• In case of death during receipt of 
pension: If the subscriber dies during 
the receipt of pension, his or her spouse 
will be entitled to receive 50 percent of 
the pension as family pension. This 
family pension is applicable only to 
spouse. 

• In case of death before the age of 60 
years: If a beneficiary has given regular 
contribution and dies before attaining 
the age of 60 years, his or her spouse 
will be entitled to continue the scheme 
subsequently by payment of regular 



contribution or may even exit the 
scheme. 

/ Contribution to the scheme: 

• Contribution by the Subscriber: The 

subscriber is required to contribute the 
prescribed contribution amount from 
the age of joining the scheme till the age 
of 60 years. 

• Medium of contribution: The 

subscriber can contribute to the PM- 
SYM through 'auto-debit' facility from 
his or her savings bank account or from 
his or her Jan- Dhan account. 

• Equal contribution by the Central 
Government: Under the PM-SYM, the 
prescribed age-specific contribution by 
the beneficiary and the matching 
contribution by the Central Government 
will be made on a '50:50 basis'. 

55. Answer (b) Dolphins 

• Bottlenose dolphin was in news 
because Annual Dolphin census was 
recently carried out in Odisha by the 
state's forest and environment 
department and the dolphin species 
sighted during the statewide census 
included the Irrawaddy, the Bottlenose 
and the Humpback. 

/ Important findings: 


to 259 this year. The reduction in the 
number of dolphins compared to last 
year could be due to the migration of 
species from the Chilika Lake and other 
water bodies to the deep sea. 

• Gahirmatha is the home of the state's 
largest dolphin population, having 126 
animals. More dolphins were found in 
Gahirmatha than Chilika due to its 
bigger areas. 

• After Gahirmatha, Chilika had the next 
largest population at 113, followed by 
the Rushikulya River in Ganjam district, 
with 15 dolphins and finally, Balasore, 
with 5 individuals. 

/ Some fact 

• Dolphins have been included in 

Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of 
the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES), in 
Appendix II of the Convention on 
Migratory Species (CMS) 

• It is categorised as 'Endangered' on 
the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature's (IUCN) Red 
List. 

56. Answer (a) 1 only 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Thailand is the Partner Nation 


• Population declined from 469 in 2018 


Country for the Year 2019. 



• The 33rd Surajkund International 
Crafts Mela-2019 is being organized in 
Faridabad,Haryana. 

• Surajkund Mela brings together 
artisans from all over the world and 
India to the fair, especially from SAARC 
nations. 

• The Mela is organised by the 
Surajkund Mela Authority and Haryana 
Tourism in collaboration with Union 
Ministries of Tourism, Textiles, Culture 
and External Affairs. 

57. Answer (d) all of the above 

• World Sustainable Development 
Summit 2019 is being held in New 
Delhi. 

/ About World Sustainable 
Development Summit: 

• The World Sustainable Development 
Summit is the annual flagship event of 
The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI). 

• World Sustainable Development 
Summit is the sole Summit on global 
issues taking place in the developing 
world. 

• It provides a platform for global 
leaders and practitioners to discuss and 
deliberate over climatic issues of 
universal importance. 

• It strives to provide long-term 
solutions for the benefit of the global 


community by assembling the world's 
most enlightened leaders and thinkers 
on a single platform. 

• It is continuing the legacy of Delhi 
Sustainable Development Summit 
(DSDS) which was initiated in 2001 with 
the aim of making 'sustainable 
development' a globally shared goal. 

/ About The Energy and Resources 
Institute - TERI: 

• The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) is a leading think tank dedicated 
to conducting research for sustainable 
development of India and the Global 
South. TERI was established in 1974 as 
an information centre on energy issues. 

• However, over the following decades, 
it made a mark as a research institute, 
whose policy and technology solutions 
transformed people's lives and the 
environment. 

58. Answer (d) All of the above 

• It was in news because Scientists have 
found that nanoparticles of selenium, 
an essential micronutrient, can be used 
as an antibacterial agent . Scientists 
found that selenium nanoparticles, 
owing to their unique structure and 
properties, may be more effective than 
antibiotics as they have a larger surface 



area and therefore can be more in 
contact with the external environment. 


✓ About Selenium: 

• It is referred to as a micronutrient 
because the body requires less of it than 
other essential vitamins and minerals. 

• Selenium is found naturally in wheat, 
eggs, cheese, nuts and sea food. 

• It is an antioxidant and immunity 
booster. 

• Selenium is needed for effective 
functioning of the immune system; 
therefore, inadequate levels can make 
an individual more likely to become ill. 

• It also aids in DNA synthesis and helps 
to maintain a healthy metabolism. 

• Selenium is a trace mineral that is 
found naturally in the soil. 

• It also appears in water and some 
foods. 

• Too much selenium over a prolonged 
period of time can increase a person's 
risk of developing non-melanoma skin 
cancer, prostate cancer and type 2 
diabetes. 

59. Answer (b) World Health 
Organization and the International 
Telecommunication Union 


• World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) have issued a new 
international standard for the 
manufacture and use of musical devices. 

• The aim behind the move is to 
prevent young people from going deaf. 

/ The standard recommends: 

• Sound allowance" function: software 
that tracks the level and duration of the 
user's exposure to sound as a 
percentage used of a reference 
exposure. 

• Personalised profile: an individualized 
listening profile, based on the user's 
listening practices, which informs the 
user of how safely (or not) he or she has 
been listening and gives cues for action 
based on this information. 

• Volume limiting options: options to 
limit the volume, including automatic 
volume reduction and parental volume 
control. 

• General information: information and 
guidance to users on safe listening 
practices, both through personal audio 
devices and for other leisure activities. 

• The WHO has recommended that 
governments and manufacturers adopt 
the standard. It has also called on civil 
society organisations, particularly 
professional associations that promote 



hearing care, to play a role in advocating 
for the standard. 

60. Answer (d) only 2 is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the Sundarban Reserve Forest, 
spread over 4,260 sq. km. with over 
2,000 sq. km. of mangrove forests and 
creeks, was declared a Ramsar Site on 1 
February 2019 making it the 27th 
Ramsar site in India. Hence, India 
currently has 27 sites designated as 
Wetlands of International Importance 
(Ramsar Sites). India has designated 
Sundarban Wetland as a Wetland of 
International Importance. 

• World Wetlands Day is celebrated 
every year on 2 February. 

• This day marks the date of the 
adoption of the Convention on Wetlands 
on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of 
Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian 
Sea. 

• The theme for 2019 is 'Wetlands and 
Climate Change'. 

61. Answer (c) 1 only is incorrect 

• First statement is INCORRECT because 
Swasthya Bharat Yatra was launched by 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) under the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare. 

• Tamil Nadu has received the Swasth 
Bharat Yatra award under 'The Best 


Performing State' category recently. 

• 'Swasth Bharat Yatra' is a pan-India 
Cyclothon and a key element of the 'Eat 
Right India' movement and 

• It was also organized in 
commemoration of the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Swasth Bharat Yatra would provide the 
trigger for cascading the message of Eat 
Right India to every corner of the 
country. 

• 'Eat Right India' movement has been 
launched by Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) under the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

• The 'Eat Right India' movement is a 
collective effort of key stakeholders and 
citizens. 

• It is aligned with Government's recent 
focus on public health through its three 
key programmes, namely 'Ayushman 
Bharat', 'Swachh Bharat Mission', and 
'POSHAN Abhiyaan'. 

62. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only is correct 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because small and marginal Indian 
farmers who have less than 2 hectares 
(4.9 acres) of landholding will get upto 
^6,000 (US$83) per year (NOT Per 
Month )as minimum income support. 

• INR 6,000 per year will be paid to each 
eligible farmer in three instalments and 



will be deposited directly to their bank 
accounts. 

/ Objectives 

• With a view to augment the income of 
the Small and Marginal Farmers (SMFs), 
the Government has launched a new 
Central Sector Scheme, namely, 
"Pradhan Mantri Klsan SAmman Nidhi 
(PM-KISAN)" in the current financial 
year. 

• The PM-KISAN scheme aims to 
supplement the financial needs of the 
SMFs in procuring various inputs to 
ensure proper crop health and 
appropriate yields, commensurate with 
the anticipated farm income at the end 
of the each crop cycle. 

•This would also protect them from 
falling in the clutches of moneylenders 
for meeting such expenses and ensure 
their continuance in the farming 
activities. 

63. Answer (d) Goa 

• Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) 
recently came up with a tagging system 
to ensure communities residing within 
the biodiversity zone get Access Benefit 
Share (ABS) from their profits. 

• The tag will show that the ingredients 
used are sourced from the nature. 
Under this, the sellers are supposed to 


pay 0.01% of their annual profit to the 
GSBB and the board will then use this 
amount to protect the habitat from 
where the ingredients are. 

64. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because The Finance 
Minister Piyush Goyal announced the 
allotment of ^750 crore to the 
Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM). The 
objective is to get native breeds to 
produce more milk, be more fecund, 
and to raise the quality of Indian cows 
and bulls to eventually outdo Jerseys 
and Holsteins. 

✓ About Rashtriya Gokul Mission: 

• To conserve and develop indigenous 
bovine breeds, government has 
launched 'Rashtriya Gokul Mission' 

under the National Programme for 
Bovine Breeding and Dairy 
Development (NPBBD). 

• The Mission is being implemented 
with the objectives to: 

a) Development and conservation of 
indigenous breeds 

b) Undertake breed improvement 
programme for indigenous cattle breeds 
so as to improve the genetic makeup 
and increase the stock; 


c) enhance milk production and 
productivity; d) upgrade nondescript 
cattle using elite indigenous breeds like 
Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, Deoni, Tharparkar, 
Red Sindhi and 

e) Distribute disease free high genetic 
merit bulls for natural service. 

• Rashtriya Gokul Mission will be 
implemented through the "State 
Implementing Agency (SIA viz Livestock 
Development Boards). State Gauseva 
Ayogs will be given the mandate to 
sponsor proposals to the SIA's (LDB's) 
and monitor implementation of the 
sponsored proposal. All Agencies having 
a role in indigenous cattle development 
will be the "Participating Agencies" like 
CFSPTI, CCBFs, ICAR, Universities, 
Colleges, NGO's, Cooperative Societies 
and Gaushalas with best germplasm. 

65. Answer (c) India and Bhutan 

• An international conference and 
exhibition of rare artefacts about the 
life and legacy of 8th century Buddhist 
sage Guru Padmasambhava is being 
held in New Delhi. 

• The conference is titled "Life and 
Legacy of Guru Padmasambhava". 

• The conference also celebrates the 50 
years of diplomatic relations between 
India and Bhutan. 


✓ facts on Guru Padmasambhava: 

• Guru Padmasambhava is known as the 
Second Buddha because he played a 
seminal role in spreading Buddhism and 
Buddhist teachings across the 
Himalayan region including Northeast 
India, Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet. 

• In Tibetan, Guru Padmasambhava is 
generally referred to as Guru Rinpoche, 
which means "precious master." 

• He undertook many travels across 
India, Bhutan, Tibet and Nepal. 

• Thangka paintings, sculptures and 
photographs portray the life and 
teachings of the Guru. 

66. Answer (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

• Fourth statement is NOT CORRECT 
because there is Restriction on 
marketplaces from influencing prices in 
a bid to curb deep discounting. With 
this, special offers like cashback, 
extended warranties, and faster 
deliveries to some brands will be 
prohibited, with the view to provide a 
level playing field. 

• Recently, India's new e-commerce 
policy came into effect on February 1, 
2019. A new set of policy rules had been 
formed for the e-commerce companie s. 


DIPP gave them a 60-day window period 
for aligning themselves to the 
government's modified foreign direct 
investment (FDI) rules. 

/ Key Highlights of the new policy: 

• Bar online retailers from selling 
products through vendors in which they 
have an equity interest. 

• Also bars them from entering into 
exclusive deals with brands for selling 
products only on their platforms. 

• All online retailers will be required to 
maintain a level playing field for all the 
vendors selling their products on the 
platform, and it shall not affect the sale 
prices of goods in any manner. 

• Disallows e-commerce players to 
control the inventory of the vendors. 
Any such ownership over the inventory 
will convert it into inventory based 
model from marketplace based model, 
which is not entitled to FDI. 

•Under the new rules, the e-commerce 
retailer shall be deemed to own the 
inventory of a vendor if over 25 per 
cent of the purchases of such a vendor 
are through it. 

67. Answer (b) Denotified, Nomadic 
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes. 

• Renke Commission and the Idate 
Commission was in news because the 

Centre will form a welfare panel for 


nomadic, semi-nomadic and denotified 
communities and it was announced in 
Budget. The new committee will follow 
up on the work of the Renke 
Commission and the Idate Commission. 

• The committee will be set up under 
NITI Aayog to complete the task of 
identifying de-notified, nomadic and 
semi-nomadic communities. 

• A Welfare Development Board will 
also be set up under the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment to 
design and implement programmes for 
these hard-to-reach communities. 

✓ Denotified and Nomadic Tribes: 

• The Denotified Tribes are communities 
that were listed or notified as 'born 
criminal 'by the British under a number 
of laws. The term, 'Denotified and 
Nomadic Tribes', can be traced to the 
Criminal Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871. 

• The colonial government notified 
nearly 200 tribal communities to be 
hereditary criminals, cementing their 
societal identity as outcasts and 
subjecting them to constant harassment 
by the administration. 

•Forest laws that came into force from 
the mid-nineteenth century onwards 
deprived a large number of communities 
of their traditional rights of hunting and 



gathering. The new laws criminalised 
their very source of livelihood when it 
practiced. 

• When the forests were cleared by the 
British for commercial use and forest 
communities asked to contribute to 
labour, some communities resisted and 
were declared 'criminal'. 

• The British thought that communities 
had lost their legitimate means of 
livelihood, they must have been living by 
indulging in criminal activities due to 
arrival of road and railway networks. 
After India gained Independence, these 
tribes were 'de-notified' from the list of 
Criminal Tribes. 

68. Answer (d) Kerala 

• It was in news because with 
'superfood' and 'eat smart' strategies 
forming the main ingredients of the 
latest dietary mantras, Kerala State 
Agriculture Department is earmarking 
farm space in more districts for growing 
nutrient-rich millets. 

• The state is also planning to expand 
its Millet Village scheme to various 
other districts. 

✓ About Millet Village scheme: 

• It is a special scheme to promote the 
cultivation of cereals such as millet, ragi, 
bajra and maize by setting up a millet 
village at Attappady. 


• The project aimed at protecting seeds 
of traditional varieties of millets and 
ensures food security and livelihood for 
tribals. 

69. Answer (a) 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 only 

• Fourth statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is NOT under 10-point vision 
for 2030 


/ 10-point vision for 2030 are- 

1) Physical and social infrastructure. 

2) Digital India. 

3) Pollution free nation with green 
Mother Earth. 

4) Expanding rural industrialisation. 

5) Clean Rivers with safe drinking water 
to all Indians. 

6) Coastline and ocean waters powering 
India's development and growth. 

7) Space programme - Gaganyaan. 

8) Making India self-sufficient in food 
and organic farming. 

9) Healthy India - Ayushman Bharat 
Scheme. 

10) Minimum Government Maximum 
Governance. 

70. Answer (c) Payment mechanism 

• It is a payment mechanism being 
setup by the European Union to secure 
trade with Iran and skirt US sanctions 
after Washington pulled out of the 



landmark nuclear deal last May. 

/ Features of INSTEX: 

• INSTEX will allow trade between the 
EU and Iran without relying on direct 
financial transactions. 

• INSTEX is registered at Paris with an 
initial 3,000 Euros in the capital and a 
supervisory board with members from 
France and Germany and chaired by the 
UK. 

• It is a project of the governments of 
France, Germany and Britain and will 
receive the formal endorsement of all 28 
EU members. 

• It will initially be used for non- 
sanctionable trade, including 
humanitarian goods such as medicine, 
food and medical devices. 

71. Answer (a) USA-Russia 

•It was in news because the U.S is 

suspending its obligations under the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty and will withdraw from the treaty 
in six months. 

• A 1987 arms control agreement 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

• Under the INF Treaty, the U.S. and the 
U.S.S.R. agreed to eliminate within 
three years all ground-launched- 
missiles of 500-5,500 km range and not 


to develop, produce or deploy these in 
future. 

72. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is freshwater turtle. 

• It was in news because recently black 
softshells hatchings were released into 
the Haduk Beel (wetland) of Pobitora 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam. 

• The black softshell turtle or Bostami 
turtle is a species of freshwater turtle 
found in India (Assam) and Bangladesh 
(Chittagong and Sylhet). 

73. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) in collaboration with Ministry of 
Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) is conducting 
the PDOT programme under the Pravasi 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PKVY). 

• The National Skill Development 
Corporation is the implementing 
agency for this programme. 

• Given the need to orient potential 
migrant workers with regard to 
language, culture, do's and don'ts in 
the destination country, the emigration 
process and welfare measures, a Pre- 






Departure Orientation Training (PDOT) 
programme has been launched. 

/ It's objective: 

•To help trainers sensitize and become 
familiar with the training material 

• To help trainers understand and share 
the nuances of the emigration process 
with trainees 

• To help trainers understand and share 
benefits and the downsides of migration 

• To prepare trainers to work as an 
effective information dissemination tool 

• To promote safe, legal and humane 
migration 

• To help prevent human trafficking, 
discrimination, exploitation and abuse of 
migrant workers 

•To encourage migrants to act 
responsibly and take care of their own 
well-being 

• To make migrant workers aware of 
their rights and ways to safeguard their 
rights 

• To prepare migrant workers to adapt 
to the new environment in the 
destination country 

• To educate trainers about options on 
remittance, managing their budget and 
savings 

• To prepare migrant workers return 
home on completion of their tenure. 

74. (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 


3 rd statement is not correct because, 
the head quarter of IORA is located in 
Mauritius. 

• IORA was recently in news because 

the Ministry of Home Affairs in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
External Affairs and National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) is 
organising a meeting of Indian Ocean 
Rim Association (IORA) Cluster Group on 
Disaster Risk Management (DRM) in 
New Delhi. 

/ About IORA 

•The Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA), formerly known as the Indian 
Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean 
Rim Association for Regional 
Cooperation (IOR-ARC), is an 
international organisation consisting of 
coastal states bordering the Indian 
Ocean. 

• The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite 
in nature, bringing together 
representatives of Government, 

Business and Academia, for promoting 
co-operation and closer interaction 
among them. 

• It is based on the principles of Open 
Regionalism for strengthening Economic 
Cooperation particularly on Trade 
Facilitation and Investment, Promotion 


as well as Social Development of the 
region. 

• The Association comprises 21 
member states and 7 dialogue partners, 
the Indian Ocean Tourism Organisation 
and the Indian Ocean Research Group 
have observer status. 

75. Answer (a) Herbal Drug 

• It is a herbal drug, which contains nine 
ingredients mixed in equal proportion in 
powdered form. 

• Nilavembu Kudineer is widely used in 
Siddha medicine to combat, prevent and 
manage of all types of viral infections 
and fevers. 

• It was in news because The Tamil 
Nadu government has distributed 
nilavembu kudineer (a Siddha medicine) 
concoction to treat people infected with 
dengue during the outbreak. 

• Under in vitro conditions, nilavembu 
kudineer (a Siddha medicine) was found 
to provide protection against 
chikungunya virus while it was effective 
as a treatment during acute phase of 
dengue infection. 

✓ what exactly is Nilavembu? 

• Nilavembu is a small plant and is 
widely known as the king of bitter 
herbs. It is a natural antipyretic, anti¬ 
inflammatory, analgesic herb, which is 


used for the treatment of all types of 
fever associated with body ache. Its 
scientific name is Andrographis 
paniculata. 

76. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because The summit is being organized 
by the World LPG Association (WLPGA) 

in association with major Indian public- 
sector oil companies (OMCs) Indian Oil, 
Hindustan Petroleum, and Bharat 
Petroleum. 

• The summit will bring together 
academia and private sector to 
exchange their views on the use of LPG 
and how pathbreaking initiatives such as 
'Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana' can 
bring remarkable socio-economic 
transformation. 

• The summit will offer a unique 
opportunity to the global LPG industry 
to interact with development agencies, 
NGOs and non-profit organizations who 
have facilitated last-mile access to LPG 
for the beneficiaries. 

/ World LPG Association (WLPGA) 

• The World LPG Association (WLPGA) is 
the authoritative global voice for the 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) industry 
and the worldwide industry association 
which represents the interests of the 
LPG industry globally. 



• The WLPGA promotes the use of LPG 
to foster a cleaner, healthier and more 
prosperous world. 

• The WLPGA was officially granted 
Consultative Status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council in 
1989. 

/ The Association's mission is to: 

• Demonstrate the benefits of LPG and 
inform, educate and influence all 
stakeholders. 

• Support the development of LPG 
markets. 

Promote compliance with standards, 
good business and good safety practices. 

• Identify innovation and facilitate 
knowledge transfer. 

77. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only is correct 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the NTA is be chaired by an 
eminent educationist who will be 
appointed by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development. 

• National Testing Agency (NTA) is an 
Indian government agency that has been 
approved by the Union Council of 
Ministers and established in November 
2017 to conduct entrance examinations 
for higher educational institutions. 

•The governing council of the National 
Testing agency is headed by the 


Secretary, Department of Higher 
Education under the Ministry of Human 
Resource and development. 

• It was in news because National 
Testing Agency (NTA) has launched a 
'mobile app' through which students can 
practice or take mock tests on their own 
computers or smartphones. 

/ Its Benefits: 

• In order to ensure that no student is 
disadvantaged due to lack of resources, 
NTA has established a network of more 
than 4000 Test Practice Centres (TPCs) 
to acquaint the aspirants, especially 
those from rural areas with Computer 
Based Tests (CBTs). 

• Students across the country can 
register themselves online at NTA 
Website or 'NTA Students App' for 
visiting the TPCs. 

• All these services are provided to the 
students free of cost. So far, more than 
one lakh students have registered at 
these TPCs and more than one crore 
students have benefited from these 
'App & Web' services. 

78. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Empowered Committee of 
Officers for Nirbhaya funds scheme has 
approved pilot Safe City projects in 



eight selected metropolitan cities, (NOT 
in all metropolitan cities) namely, Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Lucknow 
with a view to provide safety to women 
in public places. 

• The project would be implemented as 

a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with 
Centre and State sharing the funding in 
60:40 ratio. 

The major components of the Safe City 
project include, inter-alia: 

• Setting up an Integrated Smart Control 
Room; 

• Setting up Pink Out-posts (exclusively 
administered by Women police) for 
facilitating ease of filing complaint by 
women; 

• Pink Patrols of Women police; 

• Setting up Women Help Desks in all 
Police Stations with Counsellors; 

• Augmentation of existing Asha Jyoti 
Kendra; 

• Implementing Safety measures in 
buses, including Cameras; 

• Improving Street Lighting in identified 
Hot Spot areas; 

• Setting up Pink Toilets; 

• Integration of Women power-help line 
with single Emergency number. 

79. Answer (c) Dwarf Galaxy 


•Using the Hubble Space Telescope, 
astronomers have discovered a dwarf 
galaxy in a globular cluster and named it 
as Bedin 1 which is only 30 million light- 
years away. 

• The researchers determined that this 
galaxy — nicknamed Bedin 1, after 
discovery team leader L. R. Bedin of the 
INAF-Osservatorio Astronomico di 
Padova in Italy — is a "spheroidal 
dwarf". 

80. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because the Indian 
Banking Association (IBA) has issued 
advisory guidelines requesting banks to 
waive off the processing, 
documentation, inspection, ledger folio 
charges and all other service charges 
for crop loans up to Rs 3 Lakhs or for 
the Kisan Credit Card Scheme. The 
move aims to provide direct benefit to 
farmers and ease the pressure on them. 

/ Kisan Credit Card Scheme: 

• The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme 
was announced in the Budget speech of 
1998-99 to fulfil the financial 
requirements of the farmers at various 
stages of farming through institutional 
credit. 

• The model scheme was prepared by 
the National Bank for Agriculture and 



Rural Development (NABARD) on the 
recommendation of V Gupta committee. 

• The KCC scheme is being implemented 
by the all Co-operative banks, Regional 
Rural Banks and Public Sector Banks 
throughout the country. 

• Scheme covers risk of KCC holders 
against death or permanent disability 
resulting from accidents. 

•Revolving cash credit facility involving 
any number of drawls and repayments 
within the limit. 

• Limit to be fixed on the basis of 
operational land holding, cropping 
pattern and scale of finance. 

• Entire production credit needs for full 
year plus ancillary activities related to 
crop production to be considered while 
fixing limit. Card valid for 5 years subject 
to annual review. 

• As incentive for good performance, 
credit limits could be enhanced to take 
care of increase in costs, change in 
cropping pattern, etc. 

• Conversion/reschedulement of loans 
also permissible in case of damage to 
crops due to natural calamities. 

• Operations may be through issuing 
branch (and also PACS in the case of 
Cooperative Banks) through other 
designated branches at the discretion of 
bank. 

• Crop loans disbursed under KCC 
Scheme for notified crops are covered 


under Crop Insurance Scheme, to 
protect the interest of the farmer 
against loss of crop yield caused by 
natural calamities, pest attacks etc. 

81. Answer- (c) Maharashtra 

• It was in news because a committee, 
chaired by Union Environment Minister 
Harsh Vardhan, has accorded wildlife 
clearance to the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
high speed train corridor that 
encroaches upon a flamingo sanctuary 
and the Sanjay Gandhi National Park 

• Western side of the Thane creek is a 
dedicated flamingo sanctuary. Thane 
Creek is home to flamingos as well as 
other migratory and residential bird 
species. 

• It is Maharashtra's second marine 
sanctuary after Malvan sanctuary. 

• The sanctuary was notified in Govt. 
Gazette on 6 August 2015. 

• The region of the Thane Creek has 
been recognized as an Important Bird 
Area by the Bombay Natural History 
Society, as it is home to various avian 
species. 

✓ About Sanjay Gandhi National Park: 

•Sanjay Gandhi National Park is spread 
over three districts - Palghar, Thane and 
Mumbai Suburb. The National Park is 
home to a number of endangered 



species of flora and fauna and harbours 
approximately 800 species of flowering 
plants, 45 species of mammals, 43 
species of reptiles among others. 

• The park is also home to a small 
population of leopards. 

82. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is wrong because 
Kerala has become the first State to set 
up a price monitoring and research unit 
(PMRU). 

• The National Pharmaceutical Pricing 
Authority (NPPA) had proposed such a 
system for the States and the Union 
Territories five years ago. 

• The State Health Secretary would be 
the Chairman of the society and the 
Drugs Controller would be its member 
secretary. 

• Its members include a State 
government representative, 
representatives of private 
pharmaceutical companies, and those 
from consumer rights protection forum. 

• The society would also have an 
executive committee headed by the 
Drugs Controller. 

83. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the first IFSC in India has been 
set up at GIFT City, Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. 


• It was in news because the Union 
Cabinet has approved establishment of a 
unified authority for regulating all 
financial services in International 
Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) in India 
through International Financial Services 
Centres Authority Bill, 2019. 

/ What is an IFSC? 

• An IFSC enables bringing back the 
financial services and transactions that 
are currently carried out in offshore 
financial centers by Indian corporate 
entities and overseas branches / 
subsidiaries of financial institutions 
(Fls)to India by offering business and 
regulatory environment that is 
comparable to other leading 
international financial centers in the 
world like London and Singapore. 

• It would provide Indian corporates 
easier access to global financial markets. 
IFSC would also compliment and 
promote further development of 
financial markets in India. 

/ What are the services an IFSC can 
provide? 

• Fund raising services for individuals, 
corporations and governments. 

Asset management and global portfolio 
diversification undertaken by pension 
funds, insurance companies and mutual 



funds. 

• Wealth management. 

Global tax management and cross- 
border tax liability optimization, which 
provides a business opportunity for 
financial intermediaries, accountants 
and law firms. 

• Global and regional corporate treasury 
management operations that involve 
fund-raising, liquidity investment and 
management and asset-liability 
matching. 

• Risk management operations such as 
insurance and reinsurance. 

• Merger and acquisition activities 
among trans-national corporations. 

84. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• The Cabinet Committee of Economic 
Affairs has given its approval for the 
creation of a corpus of Rs. 2000 crore for 
Agri-Market Infrastructure Fund (AMIF) 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the fund will be created with 
NABARD (NOT SIDBI) for development 
and up-gradation of agricultural 
marketing infrastructure in Gramin 
Agricultural Markets and Regulated 
Wholesale Markets. 

• AMIF will provide the State/UT 
Governments subsidized loan for their 
proposal for developing marketing 
infrastructure in 585 Agriculture 
Produce Market Committees (APMCs) 


and 10,000 Grameen Agricultural 
Markets (GrAMs). 

• States may also access AMIF for 
innovative integrated market 
infrastructure projects including Hub 
and Spoke mode and in Public Private 
Partnership mode. 

85. Answer (d) World Bank 

• It was in news because The Swachh 
Bharat Mission Grameen has launched 
the 'Darwaza Band -Part 2' campaign 
starring Amitabh Bachchan. 

/ About the campaign: 

• The campaign, produced by the 
Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, and supported by the World 
Bank was launched in Mumbai. 

• The campaign talks about how a toilet 
must be used by all, always and under 
all circumstances (har koi, har roz, 
hamesha). 

• The focuses on sustaining the open 
defecation free status of villages across 
the country. 

• It focuses on ensuring that people's 
behaviour is changed for good and 
everyone always uses a toilet. 

86. Answer (b) 1 and 2 only 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because VVPAT -fitted EVMs was used in 
entire Goa state in the 2017 assembly 



elections, which was the first time that 
an entire state in India saw the 
implementation of VVPAT. 

• It was in news because the Election 
Commission recently informed the 
Madras High Court that it had made it 
clear way back in 2017 that there shall 
be 100% use of the Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) system during 
the Lok Sabha election this year to gain 
voter confidence. 

/ About VVPAT machines 

• The Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail is 
a method that provides feedback to 
voters. 

• It is an independent verification 
printer machine and is attached to 
electronic voting machines . 

• It allows voters to verify if their vote 
has gone to the intended candidate. 

/ How do VVPAT machines work? 

• When a voter presses a button in the 
EVM, a paper slip is printed through the 
VVPAT. 

• The slip contains the poll symbol and 
name of the candidate. 

• It allows the voter to verify his/her 
choice. After being visible to the voter 
from a glass case in the VVPAT for seven 
seconds, the ballot slip will be cut and 
dropped into the drop box in the VVPAT 


machine and a beep will be heard. 

• VVPAT machines can be accessed by 
polling officers only. 

• VVPAT is a machine which dispenses a 
slip with the symbol of the party for 
which a person has voted for. The slip 
dropped in a box but the voter cannot 
take it home. 

/ Advantages in VVPATs: 

• Enables to verify vote: Instant 
feedback to voter that vote polled has 
been allocated to the intended 
candidate. 

• Enables authorities to count the votes 
manually if there is a dispute in the 
electronically polled votes. 

• Operates under a Direct Recording 
Election system (DRE) which detects 
fraud and existent malfunctions. 

• Will ensure greater transparency in 
voting process. 

• Gives both the voters and political 
parties an assurance. 

/ History of VVPAT in India 

• In India, the voter-verified paper audit 
trail (VVPAT) system was introduced in 
8 of 543 parliamentary constituencies 

as a pilot project in Indian general 
election, 2014. VVPAT was implemented 
in Lucknow, Gandhinagar, Bangalore 
South, Chennai Central, Jadavpur, 



Raipur, Patna Sahib and Mizoram 
constituencies. 

• Voter-verified paper audit trail was 
first used in an election in India in 
September 2013 in Noksen (Assembly 
Constituency) in Nagaland . 

• VVPAT along with EVMs was used on 
a large-scale for the first time in 
India, [181 in 10 assembly seats out of 40 
in Mizoram Legislative Assembly 
election, 2013. 

• VVPAT -fitted EVMs was used in 
entire Goa state in the 2017 assembly 
elections, which was the first time that 
an entire state in India saw the 
implementation of VVPAT. 

87. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because to boost cargo 
movement on Ganga, the second phase 
of river information system (RIS) was 
recently inaugurated between Farakka 
and Patna. 

•The system enhances swift electronic 
data transfer between mobile vessels 
and shore (Base stations) through 
advance and real-time exchange of 
information. This would facilitate: 

1) Enhancement of inland navigation 
safety in ports and rivers. 

2) Better use of the inland waterways. 

3) Environmental protection. 

• RIS enables achievement of safe and 


efficient inland water transport by 
avoiding the following risks: 

1) Ship- to - Ship collisions. 

2) Ship - Bridge collisions. 

3) Groundings 

88. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 

• First Statement is NOT CORRECT 

because India's first career portal was 
launched in Rajasthan . 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it was launched with the 
support of United Nations Children's 
Fund. 

• The portal is expected to help the 
students take "informed decisions" 
about their academic and professional 
pursuits. 

89. Answer b) Global environment 
facility 

• It was in news because A workshop on 
Small Grants Programme (SGP) was 
recently held in New Delhi. 

/ About Small Grants Programme 
(SGP): 

•The Global Environment Facility's Small 
Grants Programme (SGP) provides 
financial and technical support to 
communities and Civil Society 
Organizations to meet the overall 
objective of global environmental 




benefits secured through community- 
based initiatives and actions. 

• It was launched in 1992 with 33 
participating countries. 

• The Program is specifically designed to 
mobilize bottom-up actions by 
empowering local civil society 
organizations, and poor and vulnerable 
communities, including women and 
Indigenous Peoples. 

•The Programme funds grants up to a 
maximum of $50,000. In practice, the 
average grant has been around $25,000. 
In addition, the SGP provides a 
maximum of $150,000 for strategic 
projects. 

90. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because the 
government on announced a budget of 
Rs 38,572 crore for its National 
Education Mission which comprises the 
Centrally sponsored schemes for 
education under which it allocates funds 
to the states and union territories and 
This amount is meant to be allocated 
for schemes which include Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan -formed with the 
merger of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and 
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan. 

• Department of School Education and 
Literacy has launched an Integrated 
Scheme for School Education called 
Samagra Shiksha. 


• It subsumes three erstwhile Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher 
Education (TE). 

• The new integrated scheme envisages 
school education as a continuum from 
pre-school to senior secondary level. 

/ The main objectives of the scheme: 

provision of quality education and 
enhancing learning outcomes of 
students 

• bridging social and gender gaps in 
school education 

• ensuring minimum standards in 
schooling provision 

• Support to states in the 
implementation of RTE Act, 2009 and 
strengthening of teacher education 
institutions. 

• The scheme also provides for support 
for up gradation of secondary schools to 
senior secondary level and addition of 
new streams in existing senior 
secondary schools. 

91. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It was signed after independence of 
India and i.e on 4 April 1949. 

• It was in news because Macedonia has 

signed accession papers with NATO. The 
signing of accession papers allows Macedonia 



take part in NATO ministerial meetings as an 
invitee. 

• To acquire full membership, all 29 current 
members must ratify the accession protocol. 

/ About NATO 

•It is an intergovernmental military alliance. 

• Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949. 

• Headquarters — Brussels, Belgium. 

•It constitutes a system of collective defence 
whereby its independent member states 
agree to mutual defence in response to an 
attack by any external party. 

92. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only 

•Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the scheme is being 
implemented by the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

• It was in news because Ujjwala Utsav 
observed recently to celebrate the 
stellar role played by various 
stakeholders in making PMUY a success. 

• The event was organised under the 
aegis of Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas to encourage, motivate as well as 
felicitate all frontline field force for their 
outstanding contribution to PMUY. 

✓ About Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana 

•Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana aims to 
provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) 
connections to poor households. 


• Who is eligible: Under the scheme, an 
adult woman member of a below 
poverty line family identified through 
the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) 
is given a deposit-free LPG connection 
with financial assistance of Rs 1,600 per 
connection by the Centre. 

• Identification of households: Eligible 
households will be identified in 
consultation with state governments 
and Union territories. 

93. Answer (b) Protect Aircraft 

•LAIRCM is a programme meant to 
protect large aircraft from man- 
portable missiles . It increases crew¬ 
warning time, decreases false alarm 
rates and automatically counters 
advanced infrared missile systems. 

• It was in news because US has 
approved a foreign military sale to 
India — two 777 Large Aircraft Infrared 
Countermeasures (LAIRCM) Self- 
Protection Suites (SPS), for an estimated 
$190 million. 

• These systems will protect two Boeing- 
777 Head-of-State aircraft. This would 
bring the security of Air India One at par 
with that of Air Force One, the aircraft 
used by the American President. 

• It consists of missile warning sensors 
(MWS), a laser transmitter assembly, 
control interface unit (CIU) and 



processors to detect, track, jam and 
counter incoming infrared missiles. 

94. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
(SFDR) is jointly developed by India and 
Russia . 

• It was in news because Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (eloped 'Solid Fuel Ducted 
Ramjet (SFDR)' propulsion based 
missile system. 

• It will help both India's surface-to-air 
and air-to-air missiles to perform better 
and enhance their strike range, making 
them more lethal. 

• With it, India can have fastest long- 
range missiles in two categories, 
providing full-fledged and multi-layered 
aerial protection from hostile attacks. 

• Its successful use in missiles will mark 
India's entry into select club of nations 
that use next-generation missile 
technology against manoeuvring targets, 
compromising effectiveness of 
conventional missiles. 

95. Answer (c) Arunachal Pradesh 

• It was in news because the foundation 
stone for Sela Tunnel Project was laid 
recently. 


• It is the high-altitude mountain pass 
located in Tawang District of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

• It connects the Buddhist city of 
Tawang Town to Tezpur and Guwahati. 
•It is the main road connecting Tawang 
with the rest of India. 

• The Sela Lake also known as Paradise 
Lake is located near to the pass. 

• It is usually open throughout the year 
unless landslides or snow require the 
pass to be shut down temporarily. 


96. Answer (b) Global Innovation Policy 
Center 

/ What is IIP index? 

•The International IP Index 2019 has 
been released by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce's Global Innovation Policy 
Center (GIPC). 

• Released by GIPC, the Index evaluates 
the IP infrastructure in each economy 

based on 45 unique indicators, which 
are critical to the growth of effective IP 
systems. 

• The indicators encompass 8 
categories of IP protection : patents, 
copyrights, trademarks, and trade 
secrets, commercialization of IP assets, 
enforcement, systemic efficiency, and 
membership and ratification of 
international treaties. 



• The 2019 Index demonstrates the 
close correlation between effective IP 
protection and economic growth, global 
competitiveness, and the creation of 
21st century knowledge-based 
economies. 

/ Performance of India 

• India is placed at rank 36th this year . 

In 2018, India was ranked 44 out of 50 
countries. In the first edition of the 
report in 2014, India had ranked last in 
the ranking of 25 countries. 

• Among major global economies, most 
substantial movement can be seen from 
India, which has surged almost 20% and 
climbed eight places in the IP Index 
rankings from 44th to 36th. 

•The increase in India's ranking is a 
result of specific reforms that better 
align India's IP environment with the 
international IP system, including its 
accession to the WIPO Internet Treaties, 
the agreement to initiate a Patent 
Prosecution Highway (PPH) with Japan, a 
dedicated set of IP incentives for small 
business, and administrative reforms to 
address the patent backlog. 

97. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

•It was in news because the Centre, in a 
notification, has said that medical 
devices — all implantable devices, CT 
scan, PET and MRI equipment, 


defibrillators, dialysis machines and 
bone marrow separators — will be 
treated as drugs for human beings with 
effect from April 1, 2020 and the 
decision was taken in consultation with 
the Drugs Technical Advisory Board. 

✓ Drugs Technical Advisory Board 
(DTAB): 

• DTAB is highest statutory decision¬ 
making body on technical matters 
related to drugs in the country. 

• It is constituted as per the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

• It is part of Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organization (CDSCO) in the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

98. Answer b) Convention on the 
conservation of migratory species of 
wild animals. 

• It was in news because the 13th 
Conference of Parties (COP) of the 
Convention on the conservation of 
migratory species of wild animals (CMS) 
is going to be hosted by India during 
15th to 22nd February, 2020 at 
Gandhinagar in Gujarat. 

/About CMS 

• India has been a Party to the CMS 
since 1983. The Conference of Parties 
(COP) is the decision-making organ of 



this convention. 


/ About CMS: 

• In order to protect the migratory 
species throughout their range 
countries, a Convention on Conservation 
of Migratory Species (CMS), has been in 
force, under the aegis of United Nations 
Environment Programme. 

• Also referred to as the Bonn 
Convention, it provides a global platform 
for the conservation and sustainable use 
of migratory animals and their habitats 
and brings together the States through 
which migratory animals pass, the Range 
States, and lays the legal foundation for 
internationally coordinated conservation 
measures throughout a migratory range. 

• CMS is only global and UN-based 


established exclusively for conservation 
and management of terrestrial, aquatic 
and avian migratory species throughout 
their range. 

99. Answer- (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Asiatic Lions are listed as 
'Endangered' under the IUCN Red List 

• It was in news because The Centre 
and the Gujarat government have 
announced a Rs. 97.85 crore Asiatic Lion 
Conservation Project. 


• Key aspects of the conservation 
project include undertaking "habitat 
improvement" measures, making more 
sources of water available, creating a 
wildlife crime cell, and a task force for 
the Greater Gir region. 'Greater Gir' that 
includes, other than the existing Gir 
National Park, sanctuaries in Girnar, 
Pania and Mitiyala. 

• It would also involve having in place a 
GPS-based tracking system, which would 
look at surveillance tracking, animal and 
vehicle tracking. There would also be an 
automated sensor grid that would have 
magnetic sensors, movement sensors 
and infrared heat sensors. 

•A key outcome of the project is to have 
a dedicated veterinary institute, lion 
ambulances and back-up stocks of 
vaccines that may be required. 

• The Kuno-Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Madhya Pradesh was identified to be 
the most suitable for reintroducing the 
species, according to a Supreme Court- 
appointed technical expert committee, 
but there has been no progress on the 
proposal. 

• The SC in April 2013 had ordered the 
translocation of some lions from Gujarat 
to Madhya Pradesh within six months, 
but this hasn't happened. This was 
ordered after several recommendations 
by expert groups, including the Wildlife 
Institute of India. 




intergovernmental organization 



• It emphasised that the long-term 
survival of the lion as a species was best 
served if they could be present outside 
Gujarat, too, so that they are protected 
against, say, a forest fire, a disease, or 
calamitiesy. 

100. Answer (a) Assam 

•Under the scheme, the government of 
Assam aims to provide 1 Tola Gold to 
brides belonging to all such communities 
of Assam where it is customary to 
provide gold at the time of the wedding. 

• The scheme is named after Arundhati, 
wife of great sage Basistha. The 
government has set aside Rs 300 cr has 
been for the implementation of the 
Arundhati Scheme. 

• The benefit under Arundhati scheme 
can be availed upon formal registration 
of marriages under Special Marriage 
(Assam) Rules, 1954. 

• The scheme is limited for 
economically weaker sections, whose 
annual income is below Rs 5 lakh. 




